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pair of Nikon binoculars you’ll fall 
in love. 

With the breathtaking images 
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See the full line of Nikon birding optics today, in¬ 
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Squirrel-proof Lid 

Enclosed is a photograph of a 
squirrel-proofed bird feeder in our 
back yard. The feeder is mounted 
atop a steel pipe. The pipe passes 
through a hole in a 20-inch diameter 
plastic garbage can lid. The lid is 
kept up with a hose clamp sized to fit 
the steel pipe. 

Squirrels do try to climb onto the 
garbage can lid, but its floppiness 
causes their claws to slide off, and 
the squirrel returns to earth, resigned 
to eating seeds spewed out by the 
birds from the feeder platform. 

We have House-Sparrows (of 
course), Blue Jays, cardinals, Mourn¬ 
ing Doves, starlings, grackles, and an 
occasional flicker, Fox Sparrow or 
Evening Grosbeak. The flocks eat 
about one pound of commercial bird 
feed every day, and sometimes more 
if the insect supply in the area is low. 
Paul and Ruth Izdepski 
South Bend, Indiana 



Optolyth Correction 

• WildBird’s July 1990 binocular di- lars. The following listing contains the 
rectory reported incorrect information correct information. We regret the error 
about Optolyth-USA’s birding binocu- and any inconvenience it caused. 



Optolyth - USA 

18805 N.E. Melvista Lane 
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 
(503) 628-0246 
(800) 447-6881 


(Left rear): 10x40 Alpin ($530), 
(front center): 8x22 ($460), (right 
rear): 10x40 Touring ($976) 
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More Non-Hummers 

I was rather recently introduced to 
WildBird Magazine and enjoy it very 
much. 

I am writing in response to Marcy 
Manning’s letter about other birds at 
the hummingbird feeder. My wife 
and I live half the time in Tucson, 
Arizona, going there about November 
1 and staying until May 1.1 keep two 
hummingbird feeders on our patio 
and have regular visits from Anna’s 
all winter with a few others at migra¬ 
tion time. 

We have three other non-hummers 
that are regular visitors. The smallest, 
and the one that drinks in the same 
manner as Manning’s Townsend’s 
Warbler, is the little Verdin that fre¬ 
quents our nearby bottlebrush. 

A number of House Finches are 
adept at getting drops to fall by 
landing hard on the feeder, getting a 
drop and then flying up a few inches 
and landing hard again for another 
drop. 

One that noisily announces its 
coming is a Gila Woodpecker that 
has made two nests in our Saguaro 
cactus. At least 30 seconds before it 
arrives, the woodpecker is screaming 
its intentions and lands on the feeder 
upside-down, drinking its fill before 
leaving. 

Ted Walton 
Janesville, Wisconsin 


Living With Wildlife 

I was born 68 years ago. I am 
a retired construction superintend¬ 
ent, so I have plenty of time for the 
birds and animals in my backyard 
area. I live on a 10-acre piece of 
property where there are plenty of 
trees. 

One big problem I have is squirrels. 
I have squirrel-proof feeders, but 
somehow the squirrels get into them 
and dump the feed out. I bought a 
large Have-a-heart trap and started 
trapping them. As of yesterday, I 
have trapped 108! I take them to 
different locations where there are 
large areas of woodland and release 
them, but more keep coming every 
day. 

I also have about 40 chipmunks in 
my yard. I went outside to feed the 
birds the other morning and left the 
porch door open by mistake, and a 


chipmunk ran into my house. Now it 
is inside my living room couch. It 
chirps (very shrill) all day long about 
every two minutes until about 9:00 
p.m. and starts again at 4:30 a.m. I 
have used everything to catch it. 
but to no avail. I will figure out some¬ 
thing, even if I have to carry the 
couch outside. 

I have about 40 Bluejays that I feed 
peanuts and sunflower seeds. Some 
people don’t like Blue Jays; they say 
they rob other birds’ nests. This may 
be true, but where I live, we are in¬ 
fested by gypsy moths. If it were not 
for the Blue Jays (and other birds) 
eating the small gypsy moths when 
the moths start eating the leaves, we 
would be in trouble. The jays wait for 
me every morning; some take the 
peanut right out of my hand. 

I have listed 45 different kinds of 
birds that have visited my feeders. 
Fay McKinley 
Columbia, Kentucky 

Nesting Feeder 

A pair of Eastern Bluebirds took up 
residence in one of our bluebird 
houses early this spring. It was so 
cold and wet; I worried how they 
were finding enough to eat. 

I read in one of your articles 
(“Eastern Bluebirds—Back from the 
Brink,” Feb. 1988) that a large part of 
their diet is fruit. So I thumb-tacked a 
plastic flower-pot saucer to the top of 
the birdhouse and filled it with 
chopped, dried fruit and English 
walnuts. They loved it! 

I was concerned at first that the 
fruit would attract unwanted guests 
to their nesting site, but they guard 
their fruit bowl as jealously as they do 
their nest. The babies are hatched 
out now and the parents are feeding 
them bits of fruit along with insects. 
It is so much fun watching them. 

We really enjoy your magazine 
and can hardly wait for the next 
issue. There always seems to be 
something new to be learned about 
birds that we didn’t know before. 

Kay Gnau 
Dayton, Ohio 

Cold Weather Goldfinches 

I enjoyed Marcia Bonta’s species 
profile on the American Goldfinch 
that appeared in the July 1990 issue, 
but I have two comments on informa- 


AQUARIUM 

FfSH 

Your Guide to 
Successful Fishkeeping 



AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE has the 

answers to your questions about 
equipment, water quality, nutrition, 
health, and more! 

Noted experts discuss everything you 
need to know: • Learn how to use 
aquarium equipment and accessories 
effectively • Increase your understand¬ 
ing of the biology of fish and inverte¬ 
brates • Find out about different 
species • Get tips on buying, breeding 
and caring for popular and exotic fish 
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Easy to read and packed with informa¬ 
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read—and save—every issue And you 
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Subscription Rates: 

12 Bimonthly Issues Only $21.97 
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Discount prices ... 

on Bausch & Lomb, Zeiss, 
Bushnell, Leica, Kowa, aus 
Jena, Swarovski, Questar, 
Optolyth, Celestron, Swift 
. . . and more. 

Send a self-addressed stamped envelope (85c 
postage) for our free discount price list and large 
32-page catalog 90W that tells you how to pick 
the right binoculars and spotting scopes. At 
Christophers, ltd., we discount price, not qual¬ 
ity or service. We're not a New York camera store 
and we won't treat you like one. Now in our 12th 
year of saving you money on birding binoculars, 
spotting scopes, and astronomical telescopes. 

Christophers , ltd . 

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, Optima cards. 

Hours 10-5:30 CST, Mon. thru Fri. U.S. & Canadian sales only. 3% freight on credit card orders. 

2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106, Norman, OK 73069 

Toll-Free Order Line: (800) 356-6603 Advice/Tech Questions: (405) 364-0858 



II Spacemaster Kit: 
is 15-45x zoom, cartop 
tripod, nylon carry case, pro¬ 
tective rubber armor. Kit with¬ 
out armor is $259. 


Are Your Binoculars 
A PAIN In The Neck? 


Stop the uncomfortable swinging 
and swaying of your binoculars with 

Bi no Buddy 

The Ultimate in Binocular Comfort! 

Look What You Get: 

•Soft Swede / Leather Neckstrap 
•Quick Release Nylon Buckles 
•Lens Cap With Built-in Compass 
•Stretchable Body Strap With Quick Release 

See What It Does! 

•Holds Binoculars Securely To Your Body 
•Takes The Weight Off Your Neck 
•Fits All Binoculars 

How Much Does It Cost? 

•Only $32.95 + $2.00 Shipping & Handling 
•Check • Money Order • MCA/isa Accepted 



tion that appeared in her article. 

Ms. Bonta states that goldfinches 
“survive in areas where the temper¬ 
ature falls to as low as minus five 
degrees Fahrenheit.” Here in Min¬ 
nesota we see temperatures as low as 
-30 F, or lower, and the goldfinches 
seem to tolerate it quite well. 

Also, as fond of the beautiful gold¬ 
finches as I am, the Common Loon is 
the state bird of Minnesota, not the 
American Goldfinch. 

I enjoy Wildbird very much, es¬ 
pecially the birding hotspot articles, 
which I am tucking away for future 
vacation ideas. 

Charlotte Wenger 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Wild Binocular? 

1 received my first issue of WildBird 
(July 1990) and must say this copy 
should be called Wild Binocular, as it 
seems that there are more binoculars 
than birds. I expect this will not 
always be the case. 

I have a menagerie of birds at 
my feeder just outside my window. 
For several years I have recorded 
the birds feeding there—quite 
interesting. 

W.T. Vandeventer 
Wellton, Arizona 

• You have a point about our ‘‘binocu¬ 
lar issue.” Periodically we produce a 
special issue, focusing on a topic of 
special interest to birders. However, we 
certainly do not intend to downplay our 
primary concern—wild birds. We trust 
you will enjoy the “birdy" issues coming 
your way in the future. 

More Computer Birding 

I am writing in regard to a question 
posed by Paul A. Diou ( WildBird Q- 
and-A, May 1990), who asked if any¬ 
one knew of any “computer bulletin- 
board services that cater to, or con¬ 
tain information for, the birder.” 

There is a computer service that 
could fulfill that need, although the 
format has not yet been designed. 
Delphi specializes in personal com¬ 
puter communications throughout 
the world. If any readers are in¬ 
terested in setting up a birding 
special interest group on this service, 
Delphi would be glad to accommo¬ 
date. It could provide a bulletin 
board service and many other in- 
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formative features. Delphi would 
need someone to act as the initiator 
and need to have some idea as to 
how many people would be inter¬ 
ested in the service. 

If you have any questions or would 
be interested in starting the special 
interest group, contact General 
Videotex: General Videotex, Atten¬ 
tion—Paul Hodash, 3 Blackstone 
Street, Cambridge, MA 02139, or 
telephone (617) 491-3393. 

Deborah Greenslit 
Framingham, Massachusetts 

Doughnut Alert 

Thank you for your great magazine 
and the article approving peanut 
butter and rice as food for the birds. I 
strongly object, however, to your ap¬ 
proval of feeding birds doughnuts or 
baked goods of any kind. Although I 
question the advisability of feeding 
any foods with preservatives, the real 
tragedy is the mold that occurs rapid¬ 
ly in baked goods served in feeders 
and on the ground. 

My reading has taught me that 
avian respiratory systems (larger 
than most animals per body size) are 
very susceptible to infection from 
mold. Many people are ignorant of 
that fact, and through what they con¬ 
sider non-waste and conservation, 
they are in fact poisoning the very 
birds that they are trying to sustain 
by feeding. I hope that you will make 
this point clear and alert birders 
everywhere of the potential hazard, 
when offering baked goods to the 
birds. 

Bleecker Staats 

Red Hook, New York 

Alternative Jay Food 

I am a newcomer to active birding, 
although my husband and 1 have 
kept feeders to some degree for 
years. I’m really enjoying your maga¬ 
zine, especially the “Q & A,” “Reader’s 
Forum” and “Letters” sections. 

Lately I’ve been noticing that many 
of the ads for feeders refer to “Blue 
Jay proof’ design. They seem to 
imply that Blue Jays are an annoy¬ 
ance at the feeder, hogging space 
and intimidating the smaller, more 
coveted, songbirds. We have lots of 
jays, and although they can make an 
awful racket, they don’t come near 
our feeders, which are close to 
the house. 



.THE BEST BIRD FEEDER 
SINCE ST. FRANCIS 

This dramatic 17" domed feeder of perfectly clear acrylic 
foils even the most persistent squirrels and keeps 
a generous 7 lbs. of your seed fresh and dry. 

100% made in the U.S.A. of 46% recycled plastic. 

Send check or money order for $49.95 to: 

ARUNDALE PRODUCTS, INC. 

P.O. BOX 4637ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108 

Visa Or Call: 1-800-866-BIRD MasterCard 


0EL4WARE 


Wildlife 

Home & Feeder Festival 

Brandywine Creek State Park 
Adam's Dam Road, Wilmington, DE 

Saturday, October 20, 1990 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Vendors Wanted 


for more information...call 

Brandywine Creek State Park (302) 655-5740 
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are THE 
source for 

BIRD FEEDING SUPPLIES 

• Expert Advice • No-Waste Bird Seed • Poles 

• Hanging Hardware • Nature Gifts 

• Bird-tested Feeders 



Visit one of our 50 stores in these cities: 

- -- - .. • Berrien Springs, Ml 

• Kalamazoo, Ml 

• Portacje, Ml 

• Midland, Ml 

• Royal Oak, Ml 

• Traverse City, Ml 

• Kansas City, MO 

• Kirkwood, MO 

• St. Louis, MO 

• Charlotte, NC 

• Swansboro, NC 

• Syracuse, NY 


• Glastonbury, C 

• Denver, CO 

• Indianapolis, IN 


• Bloomington, IN 

• Columbus, IN 

• Hanover, MA 

• Grand Rapids, Ml 

• Okemos, Ml 

• Battle Creek, Ml 


• Lexington, KY 

• Columbus, OH 

• Westerville, OH 

• Cincinnati, OH 

• North Olmsted, OH 

• Toledo, OH 

• Akron, OH 

• Datyon, OH 

• Tulsa, OK 

• Buckingham, PA 

• Wexford, PA 

• Erie, PA 

• Knoxville, TN 


• Nashville, TN 

• Johnson City, TN 

• Brookfield, Wl 

• Madison, Wl 

• Oshkosh, Wl 

• Belleville, IL 

• Palos Park, IL 

• Williamsburg, V A 

• Vancouver, BC 


For franchise information, write to: 

Wild Birds Unlimited, 1810 Broad Ripple Ave. Suite 8A, Indianapolis, IN 46220 


Wild Bird Supplies 
& Nature Gift Shops 

Backyard Wildlife 
Habitat Services 



CRITTER COUNTRY 

640 Starkweather 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
Business opportunity information: 

(800)451-6544 


NEW ZEALAND 


BIRD WATCHING/NATURE TOURS 
SNORKELING/DIVING/HIKING 
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Nov-Dec, 1990 (800) 451-6544 


MAINE NATURE 
PRODUCTS 

RR #1 Box 2430 DeptWB 
Charleston, ME 04422 
(207) 285-3802 



#4-23 

Hanging Cedar Bark Feeder 
Base 5" x 9"; Height 8" 

$8.50 ea.; add $3.00 for shipping 

Maine Audubon Instructions 


I have seen something interesting 
that might help people who are 
plagued by jays. In an attempt to 
keep squirrels at bay, we developed a 
ground feeding area a few yards from 
the house. We throw out black-oil 
sunflower seeds, cracked corn, 
scraps from the house and dry dog 
food, attracting sparrows, juncos, 
doves and, at night, a host of large 
rodent-type animals like raccoons. 

We have come to find that the 
Blue Jays are mad for dog food! They 
hop down and scoop up two or three 
nuggets and fly off. 

Maybe people could detract jays 
from their feeders with some in¬ 
expensive, chunk-style, dry dog 
food. We get a 25-pound bag for 
$5.95. They seem to like it better 
than the seeds or cracked corn. It’s 
not something I would expect, but it 
is a repeated behavior, so I assume 
they are enjoying themselves. 

Jaime Raynor 
Walpole, New Hampshire 

Flying Surprise 

Some time ago, I believe you had a 
survey of people’s birdhouses and 
the types of birds using them. I had 
to write to tell you about my Downy 
Woodpecker box in my yard. 

Two years ago I built a Downy 
Woodpecker nesting box and 
mounted it on a tree approximately 
11 feet high. A week ago I glanced 
over to the box and saw a little face 
peeking out. After about three 
minutes, it went back in. Five days 
later, I took a ladder and bounced it 
up against the tree by the birdhouse. 
Out soared a flying squirt'd, and this 
little squirrel didn’t land until he had 
traveled 20 feet or so. 

Most everyone I’ve told didn’t even 
know we had flying squirrels in this 
area of southern Maryland. No 
Downy’s in my nest box ever, but I 
feel privileged to have this rarely 
seen little creature. 

Arlene Dziedzic 
Lusby, Maryland 

Peanuts Work 

When I read the article on selec¬ 
tive feeding (“When Less Is More,” 
WildBird, July 1990) I immediately 
decided to put whole peanuts on our 
birdfeeder. After placing them there, 
my sister and I stood by the window 
inside. Sure enough, there came a 
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Bluejay. He picked up a peanut, and, 
looking just like the picture in your 
magazine, he flew away. He has re¬ 
turned many times, giving delight to 
all watchers. 

Thank you for this article as well as 
other articles of great interest. We 
really enjoy WildBird magazine. 
Hannah Jacobson 
Chicago, Illinois 


WB Binders Available? 

My main reason for writing was to 
find out if you offer binders to keep 
your magazines in, as I have seen in 
other magazine offers. If you do, 
could you please let me know how 
to get them: price, address and any 
other particulars? 

Evelyn Okar 

Fairport, New York 

• Yes, we certainly do offer binders for 
WildBird Magazine, and thankyoufor 
asking. The WB binders are available in 
a sturdy, rich maroon cover that holds 
12 issues of the magazine. Each deluxe 
binder costs $10.75, including postage 
and handling, and can be ordered by 
sending a check or money order to: 
WildBird Binders, P.O. Box 6050, 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690. 

New Year Flicker? 

In your Q-and-A in the July 1990 
issue, Mae Plagman of Cleveland, 
Ohio asked for help in identifying a 
bird she spotted on New Year’s Day. 
The bird she saw with a red spot, etc. 
was probably a flicker—a type of 
woodpecker—also called a High 
Holer. 

Vernon A. Closser 
Burnside, Kentucky 

WildBird Forum 

• We are gratified to report that letters 
to the WildBird Forum are pouring in 
from across the nation. With the Octo¬ 
ber issue, the Forum will become a 
monthly department. 

In the meantime, in keeping with this 
month’s discussion about squirrels and 
the methods birders use to either thwart 
or enjoy them, how about telling other 
WildBird readers about your squirrel- 
related experiences? 

Mail your anecdotes, comments or 
photos to: WildBird Forum, P.O. Box 
6050, Mission Viejo, California 92690. I 


The ultimate bird trip 

Is not to Texas, or Florida, or Arizona. For sheer excitement and numbers of 
birds recorded nowhere else in North America, it is our annual trip to the 
National Wildlife Refuge on the last island in the Aleutian chain: Attu Island, 
1500 miles from Anchorage. Very few people get to visit the Aleutians; we 
make it possible. 

Our trips every May and June are famous for the birds they produce, for the 
skill of our leaders in making sure everyone gets to see them, and for the way 
in which we pamper our participants. (Recent improvements will make our 
upcoming trip the easiest and most comfortable ever.) Ours is a truly unique 
trip, like no other organized birding tour. 

Is it for you? Only if you enjoy active birding, find that time spent in remote 
and beautiful locations is reinvigorating, and enjoy the company of interesting 
people who share your interests. Write us for details about our exclusive and 
exceptional trip in May-June. 


ffttour, Inc. 


2027 Partridge Lane 
Highland Park IL 60035 
(708) 831-0207 


Make sure you “scope” WildBird’s new 

BIRDER’S EMPORIUM 

in this issue. 


THE LAST 
BINOCULARS 
YOU’LL EVER BUY. 

Shockproof, waterproof, fogproof— 
dependable for life. Odds are, the 
only reason you'll ever replace 
them is if you lose them. 

Built with the finest laser aligned 
European optics for unbelievable 
brightness and clarity, they have a 
molded exterior that’s unmatched 
for comfort and durability. 



OPTBCC 

For information or price list contact 

Elite Outdoors 

R0. Box 642 Minneapolis, MN 55331-0642 
(612) 474-5166 



Skiers, Hunters, Travellers .. anyone fond of 
the mountains will love these maps. Printed in 
color on durable plastic, our raised relief maps 
provide all the detailed information of standard flat 
maps, plus an accurate, 3-Dimensional scale mod¬ 
el of the terrain that looks and feels real! 

Available unframed, or handsomely framed in wal¬ 
nut-stained solid wood, the maps make unique 
gifts and collectors' items—ideal tor vacationers, 
visitors and mountain property owners. Over 250 
regional maps are available... plus 10 national 
parks, the U.S. and the world. 

Return the coupon now for our Free Catalog! 


HUBBARD P.O. Box 104 Northbrook, IL60065 

Send me your free Topo Map Catalog 



City-State_Zip_ 

Dealer inquiries are invited. 
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SOLAR 

SIPPER 


The Pursuit of Happiness 



“Because birds like a drink of water 

The portable bird-tested Solar Sipper 
is a cold weather bird watering device. 
It uses the power of the winter sun as 
well as air insulation pockets to extend 
the time that water remains liquid in 
freezing temperatures during daylight 
hours. 

It is environmentally safe and makes a 
perfect gift. It may be used on the 
ground or on a dry birdbath. An availa¬ 
ble mounting bracket is useful for ele¬ 
vated installations near windows or 
feeders. 

Order now from Happy Bird Corp. 

479 South St., Foxboro, MA 02035 
Made in USA. Pat. Pending. 

Model STD SS Solar Black $19.95 
Model DLXSS Berry Red $26.95 
Add $15.00 for Mounting Bracket 
Add $3.50 per unit (with or without 
bracket) for shipping and handling. 
Dealers may wish to write for informa¬ 
tion. 


Feed Your Woodpeckers 
- not the starlings 



$27.00 (Postpaid) 
Send SAS envelope 
for a free catalog 
Open 7 days 
e 1990 AWBC, he. 


Starling 
resistant 
suet bell 

Wild Bird 

C-Q*M»P»A‘N»Y <S> 

617 Hungerford Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850 

(301) 279-0079 
(800) 94-BIRDS 

(orders only) 


Flight Of The Nighthawks 

by KENNETH KORTH 


S ometimes I think that I get more 
than my share of enjoyment from 
watching animals, especially birds, 
interact. Everything from feeding 
habits to mating displays are inter¬ 
esting, and the incredible variety of 
behaviors that have evolved never 
cease to amaze me. Even within the 
confines of a city, I find things to 
remind me that nature is never too 
far away. 

As I was walking home a few hours 
before dusk recently, I noticed two 
Common Nighthawks flying over¬ 
head. I sensed that this wasn’t the 
usual feeding flight-pattern. Instead 
it looked as though a male was pur¬ 
suing the affections of a female. 

I settled into a cool place in the 
grass and watched this aerial ballet. 
The pair was flying high and an¬ 
nouncing their intentions in their 
familiar early-evening voices. I was 
satisfied to be the only member of 


the audience, even though invita¬ 
tions were sent to all passersby. 

The flight of the nighthawk always 
intrigues me. They constantly change 
direction in flight, giving the ap¬ 
pearance of falling through the air 
rather than flying. They seem out of 
control though their flight is their 
livelihood. 

On almost every summer evening, 
nighthawks can be seen criss-cross¬ 
ing the sky. They feed in flight with 
wide, bristle-lined mouths agape, j 
funneling insects into their stream¬ 
lined bodies. 

I presumed that the Common 
Nighthawk flying slightly ahead of 
the other was the female. At times 
they flew like jet fighters in precise 
formation, but more often they pur¬ 
sued one another like enemies in a 
dogfight. The female led these forays 
with endless turns and twists, and 
the male copied each move, never 


. 


d 

S 


£ 



Common Nighthawks are known for their spectacular display flights. They are 
active both day and night. 
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losing contact. Together they painted 
swirls that would make any skywriter 
proud. 

The female appeared in total con¬ 
trol of this relationship. Not once did 
she attempt a straight breakaway, al¬ 
though she certainly could have 
flown faster than she did. At times 
she slowed slightly, but each time the 
male came within one or two feet she 
dove with a snap, veering first to the 
right, then to the left, never using the 
same maneuver twice. When she was 
again at a safe distance she would 
slow again, and the aerial dance 
would continue. 

The male was dogged in his pur¬ 
suit, and although he often fell be¬ 
hind, there was a link between them 
that was never broken. The female 
seemed aware of this bond, too. She 
never flew off and left him when it 
seemed she had the opportunity. 

I got the impression that she only 
wanted him to work for her affec¬ 
tions, not to break his spirit. But of 
course she didn’t really “want” any¬ 
thing; she simply played out her part. 
This was nature’s way of providing 
her a mate that was an able, healthy, 
and perhaps persistent flyer. 

Evolution had provided the script, 
the direction and the choreography 
for this masterpiece. It was a per¬ 
formance that had been perfected 
over the millennia, and only the 
players had changed. I felt humbled 
and thankful that I was allowed to 
watch. 

I had rudely entered this aerial 
performance after it had begun, and 
with darkness I exited before it was 
complete. I left with the impression 
that it would go on through the night, 
ending only when an unspoken 
agreement had been reached. Prob¬ 
ably not when one bird was too tired 
to continue, but only when the 
director was satisfied that the finale 
could take place. The beauty of this 
magnum opus is that the ending is 
completely unknown until its mo¬ 
ment arrives, and that the outcome is 
all for the greater good of the species, 
and nature itself. 

So it ended, with no thundering 
applause or calls of “bravo,” and so it 
will continue. Spectators will be 
allowed—even welcomed, I think— 
as long as they do not disrupt the 
performance. Nature asks for no 
ovations, only a stage on which to 
perform. Q3 


SQUIRREL STOPPER 


Heavy Duty Galvanized Steel Squirrel proof Bird Feeder 

Rated Best Post Mounted Squirrel Proof Feeder 
in "Outwitting Squirrels" byBi iiAdier.jr. 


* Beautiful Forest Green 

* Holds 2 gal seed 

* All Seed Feeds Through 

* Large Feeding Platform 

* $54.00 Post Paid in 
Continental U. S. 



* Secure Rear Latch 

* Roof Lifts For Easy Fill 

* Rear Stainless Steel Springs 
adjust easily to eliminate 
squirrels or heavy Birds 

* Mounting Board Fits 
Flange Type Posts 


Look For The Squirrel Stopper at local Bird Feeding Supply Stores 

write to Looker Products also available 
Dealer Inquiries Box 29 * 3 ft Cedar Post w/4 legs $18.00 p p 

Welcome Milford, IL 60953 * Hanging Bracket $10.00 pp 


Make sure you “scope” WildBird’s new 

BIRDER’S EMPORIUM 

in this issue. 



STOP THE 
WAR! 

FEED THE 
SQUIRRELS! 

With the “original” chair 
& table squirrel feeder from 
Wildwood Farms. Research 
has proven when squirrels 
are fed on opposite ends of 
the property from birds, 
they tend to leave the bird 
feeders alone. They actually 
sit on the chair & eat com 
off the table. 

HAND CRAFTED-USA 
SOLID CEDAR 
Order yours Today! 
Wildwood Farms Inc. 

P.O. Box 304 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 
1-319-242-3767 


Please send me: 

□ 1 Feeder w/com - Only $24.95 

□ 2 Feeders w/com - Only $39.95 
Add $3.00 shipping and handling for 
each feeder ordered. 

BONUS: Free Catalog with order. 

IL Residents Add Sales Tax 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City _ 

State_Zip 

Phone _ 

VisaD Mastercardd#_ 
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Through the Looking Glass 


^imAVES-^ 

Truly Useful Software 
for Birdwatchers! 


■ AVES creates custom checklists for 
anywhere in the 48 states. 

> AVES displays ranges, habitats, field 
guide page #s, & taxonomy for each 
of 870 species, instantly! 

» AVES stores your birding notes for 
recall by location, species, dates. 


Easy to use. Only $65 
(CA residents add $4.71 sales tax). 
Indicate 5V4 or 3V2 inch disk size. 

CALL FOR FREE DEMO DISK 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


uires IBM™ compatible with 320K RAM an 
floppy drives or one 3‘/2” floppy drive or £ 

iness Machines Corporation. 


Ecosystem Software 

638 El Dorado Ave., Oakland, CA 94611 

1-800-345-9111 ext. 48 


Fits up to 1 1/2" pole 

Black 
Aluminum 
Baffles 


Provide protection 
from squirrels, 
raccoons, snakes, 


□ Squirrel 

6"dla.X12“ 

$14.95 

□ Raccoon 

6" dla. X 24" 

$24.00 


Ol’ Sam Peabody Co. 

109 N. Main 

Berrien Springs, MI 49103 
America's Leader in Wild Bird Supplies 
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Peanut Butter And Apples 

Article and Photo by HUGH P. SMITH, JR. 


M y wife and I enjoy observing 
and photographing birds. 
Hoping to attract birds to our back¬ 
yard, we planted a variety of native 
plants and fruit trees, including a 
rose hedge that trails over our 
split-rail fence. We also have a 
dead tree for the birds to perch 
on, which we hoped would also 
attract woodpeckers. 

In addition, we scooped a small 
area out of the ground and covered it 
with cement to make a bird bath. 
Every day we put out cracked corn, 
sunflower seeds and bird-seed mix¬ 
tures for the birds. We were espe¬ 
cially eager to attract orioles. 

Soon we were seeing most of the 
local birds—lots of House Finches, 
Scrub Jays and mockingbirds, plus 
White-crowned Sparrows in the 


winter, along with a few Golden- 
crowned Sparrows and brown Cali¬ 
fornia Towhees. Anna’s Humming¬ 
birds regularly come to our sugar- 
water feeders year-round; Allen’s and 
Rufous hummers show up for brief 
visits in February and March. 

Each spring, California Quail 
arrive to spend the summer. Leading 
the family with his fancy, curving 
top-knot, fat stomach and colorful 
vest, “Daddy” Quail always reminds 
me of my grandfather! 

From our den window, we’ve en¬ 
joyed watching the less-frequent 
visitors to our backyard: House and 
Bewick’s wrens, Western Bluebirds, 
Plain Titmice, Bushtits and Yellow- 
rumped Warblers. One day a Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet dropped by to 
bathe; another time, an Orange- 



An apple feeding-station set up especially for photography attracts an 
immature Hooded Oriole. Some birds respond to peanut butter too. 



















crowned Warbler graced our bath. In 
both instances, the colorful crown 
patches on top of these birds’ heads 
(which are seldom visible) were 
beautifully displayed when wet. 

In an effort to attract goldfinches, 
we tried a few thistle bags without 
notable success. Sections of oranges 
impaled on nails or trees didn’t 
seem to draw the colorful orioles 
we desired so much, either. A few 
attempts with beef suet were equal¬ 
ly unsatisfactory. 

However, cheap peanut butter 
smeared on an old pine cone and on 
the dead tree worked well for at¬ 
tracting mockingbirds and finches. 

c 

oon we had two oriole 
families coming to feed in 
ouryard. 

Soon the cautious towhees were 
sneaking out to get a bit of peanut 
butter before running back to 
the bushes. 

Yellow-billed Magpies and even 
crows began coming for the feast. 
The influx of crows infuriated the 
resident mockingbirds, who kept 
dive-bombing the “intruders.” Al¬ 
though the mockingbirds always 
succeeded in running the bigger 
birds away, usually the crow escaped 
with a beak full of peanut butter. 

Still, the orioles only rarely visited 
our hummingbird feeders. 

One day, when I wanted to photo¬ 
graph a bird eating an apple, I im¬ 
paled a couple of apple halves on 
short twigs and began my photo¬ 
graphic bird watch. To my pleasant 
surprise, the birds liked the apples, 
especially the ubiquitous mocking¬ 
birds and finches. Even more pleas¬ 
ing, however, was the fact that the 
orioles liked them. 

Soon we had two families coming 
to feed—morning, noon and night— 
both Hooded Orioles and Northern 
Orioles (Bullock’s). The birds would 
peck large bites out of the apple, 
wash them down with sugar water 
from the hummingbird feeder and 
return to work on the apple. 

We also noticed a magpie eating 
from the apple, and we were sur¬ 
prised to see a female Anna’s Hum¬ 
mingbird at it. She appeared to be 


pecking or probing the apple, not 
sucking with her tongue as hummers 
usually do at the feeders. We don’t 
think she was gathering ants or other 
insects, as none were visible. 

Most mornings the empty red shell 
of the apple was missing from the 
nail where it had been impaled on 
top of the grape arbor. One day I saw 
a crow tugging repeatedly at what 
was left of the apple until the skin 
came free and the bird flew off with 
it. Crows are known to love bright 


colors—and possibly the crow was 
taking its prize to its nest. 

We buy the cheapest apples for 
the birds. Although they seem to pre¬ 
fer the red ones, they gladly eat gold 
ones as well. 

Half of a fresh, red apple is one of 
the best devices I’ve found to draw 
birds to a selected spot, such as your 
yard. For fun and diversity, you 
might try adding apples and peanut 
butter to your birds’ menus. Try it—I 
think your birds will like it! Wi 


• 42mm objective 
lens diameter 

• multi-coated lenses 
» available in 8X and 

10X magnifications 
> protective rubber- 
armoured coating 
» roof-prism design 


INTRODUCING... 

Lupinus brand binoculars from 
Kowa. Designed by our optic ex¬ 
perts, these binoculars are both 
stylish and functional. The lenses 
are multi-coated, eliminating 
reflections and guaranteeing max¬ 
imum light transmission for the 
sharpest possible images. A must 
for the avid bird watcher. 
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TWIIM-1 

WILD BIRD 
FEEDER 



> Hang or post mount 

■ Plastic Covered 
Aluminum 
Perches 


An innovative design 
combines the features of a tubular 
feeder with the strength and longevity 
of aluminum. 

ASPECTS products are available at 
Gift Shops, Lawn & Garden Centers, 
Audubon Societies, Museum and 
Nature Shops. 


mcrs 


A Bird 
Watcher’s 
Order 
Catalog 



Featuring a wide THE REDWING 
variety of quality $40.95 

bird feeders, 


houses, books 
squirrel baffles, 
bird baths, 
handcrafted/ 
painted bird seed 
boxes, door mats, 
and dhurrie rugs. 
Send for your free 
color catalog, or 
call 



(800) 782-3300 
OLD ELM FEED 
& SUPPLIES. 

BOX 825, C20 
Elm Grove, WI 
53122. 


T7T TV K 



Feed 6 Supplies 

- a fuvit <Jj( 'RcJndeU. 


6i lb. CORN 
ON THE COB 
$2.95 
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WildBird Q-and-A 


Poison Golf Courses? 

• My community suffers, like 
many others, from a severely de¬ 
pleted bluebird population. Since 
we sell bluebird boxes, I am fre¬ 
quently asked for my recommenda¬ 
tions concerning their use. 

Golf courses usually use large 
amounts of chemical pesticides and 
fertilizers. For this reason I have 
been hesitant to recommend place¬ 
ment of the boxes along golf courses 
for fear of the bluebirds ingesting 
poisoned insects. Can you tell me 
whether or not my fears are justi¬ 
fied? What do you recommend? 
Cynthia Strain 
The Bird Bam 
Highlands, North Carolina 

Your concerns are certainly 
justified, Cynthia. Many golf courses 
do indeed use significant amounts of 
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. 
Unfortunately, however, your ques¬ 
tion doesn’t have a clean, yes/no 
answer. The problem is that those 
same toxic elements can be found to 
one degree or another in many open 
agricultural or residential areas, such 
as parks. 

The favorite nesting habitat of the 
bluebird is along woodland edges 
near open fields. This means that 
areas such as golf courses represent 
ideal nest sites and would serve to 
encourage the birds to nest. In turn, 
this would contribute to increased 
bluebird populations. 

The dilemma is whether to put up 
bluebird houses at the risk of in¬ 
creased pesticide intake or to recom¬ 
mend against such a location at the 
risk of decreased nesting. Since 
pesticides and other chemicals are 
so widespread and not exclusive to 
golf courses, the bluebirds—or any 
insectivorous birds—are exposed to 
some insect-carried toxins no matter 
where they feed. This being the case, 
a slight advantage would seem to 
favor setting out the nest boxes to 
encourage increased nesting. This 
recommendation would gain strength 
if the golf courses represented the 
only suitable habitat for bluebirds in 


your area. It is certainly not an easy 
call and, at best, represents the lesser 
of two evils. 

You might want to set out a few 
boxes in a golf-course habitat and a 
similar number in another area. By 
monitoring the nesting bluebirds 
over a period of time, you may be 
able to identify any significant dif¬ 
ferences between the two sites. This 
information might prove helpful for 
other bluebird landlords with the 
same problem. 

Also, in this era of increased 
environmental awareness, it might 
be a positive step to meet with the 
golf-course management and discuss 
the possibilities for reducing the 
amount of chemicals used to main¬ 
tain the grounds, or to substitute 
less harmful chemicals. If you choose 
this option, do your homework in 
advance. Organizations such as the 
Audubon Society or the Sierra Club 
can provide you with information 
about pesticide substitutions and 
alternatives. 

^.Attracting Cardinals 

• I am concerned about the 
Northern Cardinals in my neigh¬ 
borhood. I have a hanging bird 
feeder—the platform type—filled 
with sunflower and niger seeds. 
What else can I do to attract them? 
Do they like an open area or a se¬ 
cluded place best? Any suggestions? 

Horace Magee 

Beloit, Wisconsin 

According to a study con¬ 
ducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on the seed preferences of 
common feeder birds (Special Scien¬ 
tific Report No. 233), Northern 
Cardinals prefer sunflower seeds 
and white proso millet to a standard 
seed mix. Oil-type sunflower seeds 
were preferred by cardinals, followed 
by black-striped and gray-striped 
sunflower seeds and the hulled 
variety. Your hanging platform 
feeder should work fine, as long as it 
is out of the wind. 

It has been suggested that by start- 




















ing your feeding program in early 
fall, you may be more likely to attract 
and hold cardinals (and other birds) 
in your area throughout the winter. 
During warmer months, cardinals 
feed mostly on insects, but it’s worth 
trying to feed them seeds in the 
summer, as you may attract a family 
to your yard. A bird bath would also 
be a plus. Northern Cardinals will 
nest in gardens and backyards, pre¬ 
ferring thickets and tangles of thorny 
shrubs, hedges and young ever¬ 
greens adjacent to open lawns. 



House Cleaning Time 

It’s birdhouse cleaning 
time again. Some time ago I read that 
nest boxes should be washed out 
with disinfectant after removing a 
nest. I use Lysol in water and then 
rinse with water. I keep the bird- 
house open to dry and air out before 
closing it up. What are the pros and 
cons of washing the box with chemi¬ 
cals? Would it be better to just 
remove the nest and debris and let 
the box air out? 

Bernice Maertz 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 

I’ve read in some bird books that 
nesting boxes should be cleaned out 
in the fall and thoroughly washed. 
Other articles say that birds will 
come back and re-use the same nest. 
Would House Wrens use the same 
nest? I would hate to tear them out if 
they do re-use them, as they seem to 
work so very hard. 

Carmen Watson 
Kanab, Utah 


.Al, It’s a good idea to clean out 
your nest boxes each year and give 
them the once over for mainte¬ 
nance—a nail here, a patch there. As 
for washing, give the box a good 
water rinse with your garden hose. 
You may also want to wash it with a 
mild detergent solution, followed by 
a good rinsing. Then air it out until 
dry and replace it so it’s ready for 
action next spring. There is no rea¬ 
son to use disinfectants or insecti¬ 
cides unless you suspect an infesta¬ 
tion of lice, mites, termites or the 
like, in which case it may be better 
just to replace the whole birdhouse. 

House Wrens will not be distressed 
if the nest is cleaned out; the attrac¬ 
tion is the nesting box itself. Actually, 
going through the nest-building be¬ 
havior is very important for most 
breeding pairs in synchronizing the 
behaviors that follow: mating, egg 
laying, incubation, brooding and 
food gathering. 

House Finch Colors 

• Our recent purchase of an 
aviarium has facilitated close inspec¬ 
tion of numerous House Finches. Of 
these, there is an occasional male 
that sports a yellowish tint to the 
breast and rump. Is this bird a 
mutant, crossbreed or what? 

Dawn Marrin 

Wayne, Pennsylvania 

Your male House Finch ex¬ 
hibits a color variation of the normal 
red plumage. It sounds like the yellow 
is not very pronounced in your finch, 
but in some individuals the red 
plumage may be partially or totally 
replaced by yellow or orange feathers. 
While this is not typical coloration, it 
happens frequently enough that it is 
not considered abnormal. You 
should still appreciate that you have 
a very special bird at your aviarium. 
Its distinctive coloration permits you 
to separate it from the crowd and 
make some specific observations of 
this individual, as it is essentially a 
marked, or color-coded, bird. 

By the way, while the National 
Geographic Society Field Guide to the 
Birds of North America notes this type 
of color variation in the House Finch 
and even illustrates a yellow-colored 
variant, none of the other field 
guides mention it. GS 



Feed your 
feathered 
friends 
for just 

$ 4 . 95 ! 

With the 
Fashion Feeder" 

• Enjoy small birds 
year-round! 

• Designed to keep out 
squirrels & predators! 

• Great gift for bird lovei 

• Order now for Christmas! 

• T\vo color patterns available 

• Dimensions: 5" wide x 16Vi" tall 



Send $4.95 for 1 feeder • $8.95 for 2 

Plus shipping & handling* 

Send to: Fashion Feeder, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6722 wb 
S omerset, NJ 08875-6722 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 

Color selection: 

_(blue, green & yellow) or 

_(pink, green & yellow) 

* Shipping & Handling Charges: 

1 feeder $2.60; 2 feeders $3.60 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 
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Bulletin Bird 



NEW FROM LUSTAR! 

A - 5 HUMMINGBIRD FEEDER 

4 FLOWERS, 14 OZ. CAPACITY 

B - LANTERN FEEDER W/15 "POLE 

AND MOUNTING FOR WINDOW SILL, 2 LB. CAPACITY 

C - 8 HUMMINGBIRD FEEDER 

12 FLOWERS, 16 OZ. CAPACITY WITH ANT GUARD 

D - 8 HUMMINGBIRD FEEDER 

12 FLOWERS, 24 OZ. CAPACITY, 5 FT. POLE & ANT GUARD 


LUSTAR PRODUCTS • 101 VICTORY ROAD • SPRINGFIELD, N.J. • 07081 
(201) 379-4435 • FAX (201) 376-5459 


IMAGINE THIS HUMMINGBIRD 
IN YOUR YARD THIS SUMMER ... 



It’s easy! Attract one of the 
world’s most fascinating and amusing 
creatures to your yard for the 
ment of your family and friends. 

Allure one of over a dozen 
ful species of hummingbirds living in 
the United States. Hummingbirds are 
found in every state except Hawaii. 

A wonderful way to bring nature 
to your doorstep, even in urban areas. 


The Hummingbird Invitation 
Package™ includes: 

■ Stokes’ Hummingbird Book 

• Deluxe four-station feeder 

• Supply of Instant Nectar 

• Unique protective ant moat 
Everything you need to invite this 
spectacular bird to your home. 

Order your package now! 


Special $24.95 (Regular $26.95) Next day shipment. $2.50 for postage and handling. 


For other Wild Bird Invitation Packages call or write for our free catalog 

ONE GOOD TERN • THE BACKYARD NATURE STORE • 1710 Fern Street • Dept. WB • Alexandria, VA 22302 


ORDER THE HUMMINGBIRD PACKAGE TOLL FREE 1-800-432-8376 



HOWARD GRAPHICS 



INSECT REPELLENT 
BANNED 

A n ingredient used in popular 
insect repellents has been 
banned by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
Canadian government. About 200 
insect repellents for people and pets 
use the banned chemical, which is 
commonly known as R-ll and is 
listed on ingredient labels as 2,3,4,5- 
Bis(2-butylene)tetrahydro-2-furalde- 
hyde. 

Two brands of popular insect re¬ 
pellents, Deep Woods Off and Cut¬ 
ter’s lotion, aerosol and pump spray, 
accounted for up to 85 percent of the 
banned chemical’s use. The pro¬ 
ducts, manufactured by Johnson 
Wax in Racine, Wisconsin, and 
Miles Inc., in Elkhart, Indiana, were 
being removed voluntarily from retail 
outlets before the EPA action. 

Since April, both companies have 
replaced the R-ll insecticide with 
reformulated ingredients. The pro¬ 
ducts presently being sold are labeled 
with “New Formula” stickers. 

Although the R-ll chemical is not 
known to have caused injury to 
people, results from laboratory test¬ 
ing on mice prompted the U.S. and 
Canadian government action. 

To exchange products containing 
R-ll, or to obtain advice about how 
to properly dispose of unwanted 
products, telephone Miles Inc. collect 
about Cutter’s products at (708) 458- 
6100, or reach Johnson Wax toll free 
about Deep Woods Off at (800) 
558-5252. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

T he following events are slated for 
September and early October 
1990: 

• September 15-16—The Canadian 
Wildlife Carving Championships 
will be held at the Wye Marsh Wild¬ 
life Centre’s Festival of Conservation 
and Art. The weekend agenda will 
include live conservation exhibits, a 
professional wildlife art show and 
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sale, the Canadian wildlife carving 
championships and sale, musical 
entertainment including a Saturday 
evening concert and other special 
events. The Wye Marsh Wildlife 
Centre is located about one and one- 
half hours north of Toronto on 
Highway 12—five kilometers east of 
Midland, Ontario. For more informa¬ 
tion, write the center at P.O. Box 100, 
Midland, Ontario L4R 4K6, Canada, 
or telephone (705) 526-7809. 

• September 29-30 and October 6- 
7—Weekend Nature Photography 
Workshops are scheduled at Deer¬ 
field at Stonington in Essexville, 
Michigan. Color-landscape photog¬ 
raphy workshops featuring autumn 
colors will be conducted by Preston 
Jones andjim Young in the Hiawatha 
National Forest and Fayette State 
Park in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
For more information about these 
photography workshops write to: 
Deerfield at Stonington, 701 Elm 
Street, Essexville, MI 48732, or tele¬ 
phone (517) 893-6402. 


WHOOPING CRANE 
RECOVERY 

O ne of the continent’s most en¬ 
dangered species continues to 
slowly increase in numbers to the joy 
of bird enthusiasts everywhere. The 
total wild breeding population that 
migrates between Canada and the 
Texas Gulf Coast totaled 141 as the 
1990 nesting season began. 

According to Wally Jobman, En¬ 
dangered Species Biologist with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, be¬ 
tween 30 and 35 Whooping Crane 
pairs were expected to nest in 1990 
in Wood Buffalo National Park in 
Northwest Territories, Canada. Last 
year 20 juvenile Whooping Cranes 
fledged, and they all survived through 
their first year. A like number of 
whoopers is expected to join the 
ranks after the 1990 nesting season. 
They should begin migrating through 
the central provinces and states in 
September. 

The best opportunity for observing 
these rare cranes is offered during 
their wintering season, when the 
Canadian-nesting birds congregate 
at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 


on the Gulf Coast of Texas. 

In addition to the wild breeding 
population, 13 Whooping Cranes 
have been introduced at Gray’s Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge in Idaho. 
These birds winter in Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge in 
New Mexico. Another 55 Whooping 
Cranes are held in captivity in cap¬ 
tive breeding facilities, including 32 
at Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 


in Laurel, Maryland, 22 at the Inter¬ 
national Crane Foundation in 
Baraboo, Wisconsin, and one at the 
San Antonio Zoo in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

In case you haven’t already totaled 
them up, there are 209 Whooping 
Cranes, with more on the way during 
the 1990 nesting season. What a 
great comeback from a low of only 15 
individuals in 1941! QS 
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The Day Of The Bird 


Whittier Narrows Nature Center Presents Its 
Fourth Annual Celebration Of Birdlife 

Article and Photos by TIM GALLAGHER 


T he Whittier Narrows Nature 
Center and Wildlife Sanc¬ 
tuary is always a fascinating 
place to visit. Located in Southern 
California, barely 10 miles from the 
heart of downtown Los Angeles, it is 
a welcome oasis for city-bound 
birders. It is also an important haven 
for birds. 

On Saturday and Sunday, October 
13 and 14, 1990, Whittier Narrows 
Nature Center will present “The Day 
of the Bird,” an annual celebration of 
birdlife, dedicated to raising funds 
for the rehabilitation of wild birds. 
First held in 1987, this annual event 
is a popular attraction for local 
birders and others who appreciate 
nature. It provides a great oppor¬ 
tunity to come out and mingle with 
people who have similar interests, to 
go birding at an excellent locale and, 
in general, to have a good time! 
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This year there should be enough 
special events and activities to ap¬ 
peal to just about everyone. There are 
nature walks, a western jamboree, 
live music, Native American dancing, 
square dancing, barrel racing, arts 
and crafts, a falconry show, a photog¬ 
raphy contest, plenty of food and 
much more. Activities run from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. both days. And the 
price is right—admission and park¬ 
ing are free. 

In addition to the special activities 
planned, the Nature Center has some 
interesting permanent features. The 
Visitor’s Center contains a small 
museum with live exhibits of in¬ 
digenous fish, amphibians and rep¬ 
tiles, as well as displays of rocks, 
plants and wildlife of the area. There 
is a chart that records bird observa¬ 
tions made during each month of the 
year. You can pick up a bird check¬ 


list, maps and guides while you’re 
there. 

The displays are only a small part 
of what makes Whittier Narrows 
special. The protected habitats and 
the wildlife they attract are really 
what make the place worth going to 
see. There are small lakes, streams, 
open fields, trees and riparian habi¬ 
tat, with trails for easy access. 

Since the Center was founded over 
half a century ago by the National 
Audubon Society, more than 264 
bird species have been recorded at 
Whittier Narrows. The list is con¬ 
tinually expanding as more birds and 
birders visit the area. 

Whittier Narrows serves as a 
nesting area for the threatened 
Black-shouldered Kite. The kites can 
often be seen hovering over the 
fields at the sanctuary, attempting to 
pounce on unwary rodents, lizards 
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Several blinds are available at Whittier Narrows, making it easy for 
inconspicuous birdwatchers to observe the wildlife. 



Besides exhibits of live animals, the small museum at the Visitor’s Center at 
Whittier Narrows offers a number of bird-related displays. 


and insects. 

Whittier Narrows also has the dis¬ 
tinction of being one of the few 
places in the west where you can see 
Northern Cardinals. The birds were 
artificially introduced in the 1930s 
and are now established breeding 
residents of the park. They are less 
vocal and harder to spot after the 
breeding season, but they can be 
found throughout the refuge area. 
Some of the better areas to look for 
cardinals are around the lakes, along 
the riparian habitat fringing the San 


Gabriel River or in the area near the 
Visitor’s Center. 

The County of Los Angeles’ Depart¬ 
ment of Parks and Recreation ac¬ 
quired the sanctuary in 1970 and 
runs it as a county-operated nature 
center. Three new lakes were added 
to the southwest end of the nature 
center in 1975. The lakes are an ex¬ 
cellent place to watch migrant water- 
fowl. Though the sanctuary is open 
to the public, you must pick up a gate 
key and a permit at the Visitor’s 
Center before entering the area. 
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Serious Optics 

We at Celestron take our optics 
seriously. For over 30 years 
we’ve been hand¬ 
crafting tele¬ 
scopes and 
optical equip¬ 
ment. 

Spotting 

scopes, like the 1 
C90 (1000mm, f/11) pictured, 
deliver razor sharp images even 
in low light conditions. Brilliant 
viewing and camera adaptable 
too. Or our new 70mm fluorite 
(SS70F) model sure to become a 
favorite among birders worldwide. 

Discover Celestron’s full line 
of multi-coated binoculars— 
ranging from the pocket-size 
8x22 minis to a huge 100mm, 

14 power Giant binocular. 

All of our spotting scopes and 
binoculars come 
with a limited 
lifetime warranty. 



,! CELESTROn 

Celestron International 

2835 Columbia Street 
Torrance, California 90503, U.S.A. 
213/328-9560 800/421-1526 
FAX: 213/212-5835 





A variety of waterfowl, such as this drake Northern Pintail, can be seen at 
Whittier Narrows between fall and spring migrations. 



































A stroll through the Wildlife 
Sanctuary during the “The 
Day of the Bird” festivities 
(mid-October) should yield some 
interesting bird sightings. Most of 
the waterfowl species that migrate 
through the area should be present 
by that time, including Mallard; 
Northern Pintail; Gadwall; Northern 
Shoveler; and Green-winged, Cin¬ 
namon, and, perhaps, Blue-winged 
teal. The first Canvasbacks, Red¬ 
heads, and Ring-necked Ducks 
should also be showing up by then. 

Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets 
and Snowy Egrets are common along 
the lakeshores. Many Black-crowned 
Night-Herons roost on the lake 
islands. Double-crested Cormorants 
are also relatively abundant. 

If you are lucky, you might spot an 
Osprey hunting for fish over a lake or 
along the San Gabriel River. The 
river is also a great spot to watch 
shorebirds. Look for Long-billed 
Dowitchers, Western Sandpipers and 
Least Sandpipers. Greater Yellowlegs 
and sometimes Lesser Yellowlegs can 
be seen along the river and occa¬ 
sionally around the lakes. Belted 
Kingfishers and Black Phoebes are 
also usually present. 

Watch for small birds in the trees 
and shrubs as you walk around the 
lakes. Species you may see include: 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped War¬ 
bler, Song Sparrow, Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, Purple Finch, House Finch, 
California Thrasher and American 
Goldfinch. Sometimes Mountain 
Chickadees can be seen. White- 
crowned Sparrows are common and 
occasionally you might spot Golden- 
crowned Sparrows among them. Fox 
Sparrows and Hermit Thrushes 
sometimes are found. Ring-necked 
Pheasants are present year-round, 
though they are more often heard 
than seen. The state bird, the Cali¬ 
fornia Quail, can usually be spotted. 

Raptors seen at Whittier Narrows 
in fall include the Red-tailed Hawk, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, Black-shoul¬ 
dered Kite, Cooper’s Hawk, Sharp- 
shinned Hawk, American Kestrel, 
Merlin and more. 

For more information about “The 
Day of the Bird,” write to: Whittier 
Narrows Nature Center and Wildlife 
Sanctuary, 1000 N. Durfee Avenue, 
South El Monte, 

CA 91733; or call 
(818)444-1872. 
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Photo File 


Overseas Travel—An Exciting New Horizon For Bird Photography 

Article and Photos by TIM GALLAGHER 


T here is nothing quite like pack¬ 
ing up your camera gear and 
flying off to a faraway overseas locale 
to photograph birds. Everything is 
so fresh and new—the people, the 
scenery and, of course, the birds. No 
matter where you travel on this 
planet, you are sure to find inspiring 
new horizons to practice the art of 
bird photography. 

Before you leave on your trip to 
Africa, Asia, Europe or other dream 
location, however, you should be 
aware of some of the pitfalls of travel¬ 
ing with expensive camera equip¬ 
ment. Theft is one of the greatest 
dangers. Camera equipment is fairly 
light and easy for a thief to conceal. It 
can also be quickly converted into 
cash on the black market. 

Fortunately, there are a number of 
precautions you can take to guard 
against theft. For one thing, you can 
avoid packing your equipment in an 
easily recognizable camera bag. 
Those bags with camera brand 
names plastered on them are at¬ 


tractive to look at, but they act like a 
neon sign flashing the irresistible 
message to would-be burglars: “Ex¬ 
pensive Camera Equipment Inside.” 
I prefer to use an inexpensive tote 
bag for my camera gear. 

It is not advisable to check your 
camera equipment in at the baggage 
counter. It is just too easy for a dis¬ 
honest baggage handler, another 
passenger or a passerby to snatch 
your bag if they suspect there is 
expensive equipment inside. To 
make matters worse, many airlines 
either do not insure camera gear at 
all, or they require you to pay an 
additional fee for the coverage. If you 
must check in your camera, you 
should at least find out if the airline 
will replace it in the event of loss 
or theft. 

Though I sometimes slip a tripod 
or an electronic flash into my check¬ 
in baggage, all my expensive gear— 
cameras, telephoto lenses, and so 
forth—goes on the plane as carry-on 
luggage. Airlines always allow pas¬ 


sengers to take on one or two items of 
hand luggage, which can be stowed 
under the seat or in the overhead 
compartment. This is the only way to 
go if you want your gear to be really 
safe in transit. Even a huge super¬ 
telephoto lens will fit easily into 
hand luggage. 

For me, the thing that determines 
what will definitely be packed into 
hand luggage and what might go into 
check-in luggage is the expense of 
the item and how replaceable it is. 
For example, I know I can get a new 
tripod or strobe for a reasonable 
price just about anywhere in the 
world. The loss of a $5,000 telephoto 
lens, however, is likely to bring 
my photographic excursion to an 
abrupt halt. 

Once you arrive at your lodging, 
you should avoid leaving your 
camera equipment out in your hotel 
room. Check with the room clerk. 
The hotel may have a safe where 
guests can leave jewelry and other 
valuables. If your equipment is not 
too heavy or bulky, though, you 
would be better off carrying it 
with you. 

You may want to take out full- 
coverage insurance on your equip¬ 
ment before you leave home. It is 
expensive, but it can really provide 
you with some peace of mind. Con¬ 
tact your insurance agent for more 
information. Even with insurance, 
however, you should still take pains 
to guard against theft. Although your 
insurance company will reimburse 
you for your loss, you probably won’t 
be able to get your equipment re¬ 
placed until you return home. 

Another consideration when trans¬ 
porting equipment overseas is the 
process of getting your camera gear 
through U.S. Customs without pay¬ 
ing duties upon your return home. It 
is easy to see how a Customs In¬ 
spector’s suspicions might be 
aroused when someone arrives from 
Japan carrying $5,000 worth of 



This Eurasian Kestrel selected the wall of a palace as its nest site—not the kind 
of nesting area you are likely to find anywhere in America. 
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Japanese-made camera equipment. 
You must be able to prove that your 
equipment was purchased in the 
United States and is not subject to 
import tariffs. 

The best way to avoid hassles with 
U.S. Customs is to declare all your 
equipment before you leave America. 
Most international airports in this 
country have an office or window 
you can visit for this purpose. Call 
the U.S. Customs office at your 
closest international airport for more 
information. 

X-ray damage to your film can be a 
problem these days, as airports 
around the world attempt to deal 
with the threat of terrorism. Usually 
running film through the airport 
security X-ray devices once or twice 
will not cause any problems. How¬ 
ever, if your film is exposed to 



Lead-lined bags will minimize the 
harmful effects of X-rays on your 
film. They are available in a variety 
of sizes at most camera shops. 


X-rays four or five times or more, 
there may be noticeable fogging in 
your pictures. 

At most United States airports, 
security personnel will inspect your 
camera gear and film by hand if you 
request it. It is another story over¬ 
seas; too many European airports 
have been struck by terrorism. The 
security personnel there tend to be 
unsympathetic when you complain 
about putting your film through the 
X-ray machine. 

To avoid the problem somewhat, I 
pack my film in special lead-lined 
bags (available at most camera 


HYLARIOUS * 

THE ORIGINAL SQUIRREL PROOF BIRDFEEDER 

The Graham Carlson Company has 
been in business for over 20 years and 
cited in numerous publications as the 
answer to squirrels raiding at the 
birdfeeder. 

The counterweight system will close 
off the feed opening when a squirrel 
tries to feed. The Hylarious® is also 
adjustable to eliminate unwanted 
birds. Made of painted, heavy gauge 
sheet metal (simulated redwood or 
beige). The Hylarious®can be mount¬ 
ed on any 2x2" or 2x4" post, or a port¬ 
able stand kit made of long lasting 
clear redwood is available. 

Graham Carlson Co., Inc. Hylarious® Birdfeeder - $ 55.95 
P.O. Box 10751 Redwood Stand Kit - $27.95 

2431 South Shore Boulevard 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 (612) 426-4015 

No additional shipping/handling charges. Please note color choice when ordering. 
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Binding 


Order now and save 
10%! 

Just $13.45 plus tax and handling* 
For immediate delivery call 
1(800)532-6837 
8:00 AM—5:00 PM EDT 


♦Add $2.00 shipping and handling; Ohio 
residents add 5-1/2% sales tax. 


Or send your order to: 




An essential book for anyone 
who wants to move beyond the 
basics of birding. 

This is the field guide that goes beyond 
the field guides, that tells exactly how to 
solve the most challenging bird iden¬ 
tification problems of North America. 

It covers the thirty-five most difficult 
groups, from winter loons to flycatchers. 
It explains concisely and precisely what 
the problems are in each group; then it 
systematically shows how to solve them. 


WildBird/September 1990 21 






































In many European sanctuaries, birdwatchers and photographers are not 
allowed to get very close to the birds. Sometimes surrounding areas of the 
countryside offer better chances for photography. 


stores). These show up as formless 
black shapes on the X-ray screen. 
After the bag goes through the X-ray 
machine, the security guard will re¬ 
quire a hand inspection of the con¬ 
tents of the lead-lined bag (which is 
all you wanted in the first place!). 

To make the inspection quicker 
and easier, I remove the 35mm film 
cassettes from their packaging and 
place them loose inside a zip-lock 
bag, which is in turn placed inside 
the lead-lined bag. That way, the 
guard can take a quick look and see 
that the bag’s contents are harmless. 

Some people try to avoid having 
their film X-rayed by placing it inside 
their check-in baggage. This is a mis¬ 
take. Almost all check-in baggage 
goes through an X-ray machine prior 
to being loaded on the plane. 

If you are shooting videotape, you 
don’t need to worry about the X-ray 
machine. Videotape is completely 
unaffected by X-rays. However, the 
magnetic metal detector you must 
walk through at the airport can erase 
or scramble your video images. It is 
obviously better to send your video¬ 
tapes through the X-ray machine 

























































and walk through the metal detector 
empty-handed. 

Once you have reached your des¬ 
tination, you may find that it is not as 
easy as you thought it would be to 
take close-up photos of birds. In 
Europe, especially, many of the 
refuges and sanctuaries keep the 
public well away from the birds. 
There birders depend heavily on 
their binoculars and spotting scopes 
to identify birds at a distance. This 
may be good for the birds, but it 
makes it tough for photographers. 

To deal with this problem, I usually 
look for other areas in the vicinity of 
a wildlife sanctuary. Farmland, 
sloughs, roadside ponds and wind¬ 
break trees can all provide first-rate 

T 

J. heft is one of the 
greatest dangers. 

locales for bird photography. Also, 
try looking in city parks or in the 
elaborate gardens found around 
palaces and estates. Many of these 
places are open to the public. 

I once found a pair of Eurasian 
Kestrels nesting in the ornate stone¬ 
work of an Austrian palace. I took a 
number of photographs of the birds 
flying in and out of this picturesque 

On the same trip, I photographed 
White Storks nesting on rooftops in 
the town of Rust, Austria. At first I 
had a problem getting into the right 
position to photograph the birds. I 
didn’t like the angle shooting from 
below. I finally climbed up into the 
tower of the village church and shot 
pictures of the birds nesting on the 
surrounding rooftops. 

Part of the challenge of any foreign 
excursion is overcoming the ob¬ 
stacles presented by the different 
languages and customs of the people 
in the places you visit. If you are 
friendly and open about what you 
want to do, though, you’ll usually find 
people willing to go out of their way 
to help you in any way they can. 

I would strongly recommend tak¬ 
ing an overseas excursion to photo¬ 
graph birds. You’ll find birds and 
scenery unlike anything you’ve ever 
seen at home. All you need is a good 
camera, plenty of film and an ad¬ 
venturous spirit. 
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A Woodpecker By 
Any Other Name 


Species Profile: 
Northern Flicker 
(Colaptes auratus) 


by JOHN PESLAK 


C amouflage cloth covered 
me as I leaned against an 
aspen tree in central Colo¬ 
rado. Suddenly a loud, resonating 
keogh-keogh sounded from above me. 
Startled, I looked up, expecting to see 
an escapee from Hell. Instead, it was 
a Northern Flicker, undoubtedly 
wondering if I was a threat to its 
nest—located barely four feet above 
my head. 

The flicker, Colaptes auratus, has 
an enormous range. It nests in all 
49 mainland states, throughout 
much of Canada, and south as far as 
Nicaragua, utilizing montane forests, 
deserts, farm yards and urban wood¬ 
lands—even New York City’s Cen¬ 
tral Park. 

There are three subspecies, or 
races, of this woodpecker. The 
Yellow-shafted Flicker resides east 
of the Rocky Mountains; the Red- 
shafted Flicker is found in the 
Rockies and west; the Gilded Flicker 
occupies the saguaro cactus region, 
known as the Sonoran Desert, in 
the Southwest. 

These races are distinguished by 
the underside colors of the tail and 
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wings. Predictably, the underparts of 
the Yellow-shafted Flicker are lemon 
yellow, the Red-shafted’s underparts 
are salmon pink and the Gilded 
Flicker’s are orange-yellow. 

Yellow-shafted Flickers also have a 
red patch at the back of the head, 
and the males sport a black “mous¬ 
tache” or malar stripe. Red-shafted 
and Gilded flickers lack the patch 
and their malar stripes are red. These 
differences, though, are minor, and 
all flickers have similar lifecycles and 
behavioral traits. 

These woodpeckers prefer open 
land or sparsely wooded country. 
Oddly enough, ready access to water 
is not critical. Patches of dry, dusty 
soil are prized for the opportunity to 
luxuriate regularly in a dust bath. 

The flicker’s diet can be quite 
varied and may include wild fruits, 
berries, seeds, acorns, caterpillars, 
crickets and grasshoppers caught on 
the wing. Also relished are birders’ 


The Northern Flicker, Colaptes 
auratus, uses its long, specially 
adapted tongue to probe for insects. 











offerings, such as suet, watermelon 
and oranges. The flickers’ favorite 
food, however, is ants. These insects 
are caught with a tongue that is 
reminiscent of a plumber’s snake: 
thin, long, tipped with barbs and 
extremely sticky. 

Commonly, the birds hop along 
the ground picking up ants as they 
go. Additionally, they use their bills 
to poke and “drill” into decaying logs 


The red-shafted race of the Northern 
Flicker is distinguished by its salmon- 
colored wing and tail feathers. 


and scratch around piles of leaves 
and debris hoping to disturb an ant’s 
nest. If successful, they slurp up the 
swarming residents and also stick 
their tongues into the nest hole to 
snatch ant larvae and eggs. 

Flickers can be quite “laid-back” 
about this task. Like a Roman em¬ 
peror on his couch, a flicker will 
stretch out atop an ant’s nest, lei¬ 
surely licking up the frantic morsels 
as they emerge. Their success at 
finding and capturing ants is un¬ 
deniable; flickers have been found 
with more than 5000 of these creepy- 
crawlies in their stomachs. 


Flickers are less casual about 
mating. During the spring, they re¬ 
turn to the previous year’s breeding 
range, with males preceding females 
by several days. In contrast to other 
woodpeckers, which announce their 
presence in the territory only by 
drumming on favorite posts with 
their bills, the male flicker can also be 
located by his loud keck-keck-keck 
calls in the vicinity of the previous 
year’s nest. Interestingly, these calls 
do not command rivals to stay out of 
the territory. Instead, they attract 
other unmated flickers. 

Group displays are a peculiarity of 







the flicker’s mating ritual. Males and 
females will gather in a tree or on the 
ground to perform what looks re¬ 
markably like a fashion show. Each 
bird boldly spreads its wings and 
twists its fanned tail to the side, dis¬ 
playing the vivid underside colors. 
In addition, they pump their bills 
upward and wave them about like 
the arms of a frenzied football fan 
while they simultaneously puff their 
breasts to show off their spots and 
black necklaces. This performance is 
not only riveting, but noisy, when 
accompanied by shrill we-cup calls. 

These antics are not long-lived; 
soon one or more of the birds takes a 
break to poke about tree bark or 
drum on a tree limb with its bill. 
Nonetheless, the show often resumes 
with an aggressive sparing lunge by 
one participant at another. It is 
tempting to conclude that the birds 
are sorting out their partners with 
this fencing combat, but these dis¬ 
plays also provide the otherwise 
solitary flickers with necessary social 
stimulation prior to reproduction. 

After mates are selected (usually 
the previous year’s partner), the busi¬ 


ness of selecting a nest site begins. 
Flickers are cavity nesters, preferring 
to excavate a nesting cavity in dead 
limbs of ash, birch, pine or cotton¬ 
wood. They also use live trees with 
soft wood, such as aspens. In the 
Southwest, yuccas or saguaro cactus 
are utilized. Flickers, like most birds, 
will sometimes choose an unlikely 
nesting sites, such as haystacks, 
holes in creek banks, ground squirrel 
holes, bridge bulkheads, buildings 
and, very rarely, even bare ground. 

Flickers commonly use the pre¬ 
vious year’s nesting cavity. However, 
sometimes the cavity is taken over by 
a pair of American Kestrels or Euro¬ 
pean Starlings, or the nesting branch 
is lost to a strong wind storm or a 
woodcutter’s saw. Then the male 
takes the lead searching out a new 
site, checking out likely possibilities 
by tapping with his bill until he finds 
just the right spot. You will probably 
not be surprised to hear that the 
female must be convinced that this is 
indeed “the spot.” If she finds it 
unsuitable, she flies off, perhaps to 
another site she prefers. 

Once the site is selected, nest 
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preparations begin. Because they 
choose sites with soft or rotten wood, 
flickers quickly excavate a cavity by 
working in short, irregular bursts 
over a week or two. Again, the male 
takes the lead. Unlike other wood¬ 
peckers that remove slices of wood 
with a twist of their bills, flickers use 
their bills much as people swing a 
pickaxe. The result is a gourd¬ 
shaped cavity measuring about three 
inches at the opening, seven to an 
extreme of 36 inches deep and eight 
inches wide at the base. 

Near the end of the excavation 
process, the pair begin copulating 
three to four times a day. The male 
may be busy excavating when the 
female gives a soft call of wrr-wrr. He 
responds with we-cup, followed by 
the female’s wick-a-wick. Next, the 
male joins the crouching female on a 
branch, mounts her back, grabs the 
feathers of her nape, and in a feat of 
balance, carefully drops off to her 
side and backwards as they make 
contact. 

Copulation continues through the 
egg-laying period. The female lays 
one glossy white egg per day, usually 
in the hour before sunrise. Com¬ 
monly the clutch is six to eight eggs. 
However, 17 eggs in one nest have 
been reported and a naturalist in the 
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1800’s discovered a brood of 19 
youngsters. The origin of all these 
eggs is unknown—either two or 
three hen flickers must have laid 
eggs in a “dump nest,” or the species 
has an unbelievable potential for 
reproduction during a single nesting 
attempt. 

However, one scientific experi¬ 
ment tested the egg-laying habits of 
the Northern Flicker. Each time the 
female laid an egg, the freshly laid 
egg was removed, and the female 
responded by continuing to lay eggs 
for the next seventy days! 

After the clutch is completed, the 
flickers must be especially alert to 
danger. If European Starlings reside 
in the area, they will compete for 
available nest holes. Like grim reap¬ 
ers, the starlings linger in the vicinity 
while a flicker is completing a cavity. 
When the work is finally done, they 
enter and throw out the flicker eggs 
or simply cover them with their own 
nesting material. Although the flick¬ 
ers will attempt to evict these in¬ 
vaders, starlings are very persistent. 
Inevitably they retain possession 
and the flickers lose a nesting site 
and perhaps a clutch as well. 

Other threats are posed by a 
variety of animals: bears that can 
easily rip open a nest, ravens that 


While other nestlings await their turns 
in the nesting cavity, one eager young 
flicker begs for food at the entrance. 


can reach into the cavity and pull out 
both adults and nestlings, squirrels 
that may enter the nest hole and eat 
the eggs and, of course, snakes that 
can take a share of eggs and nes¬ 
tlings. There is also a report of a 
Screech Owl and a flicker that nested 
in two Wood Duck nest boxes on the 
same pole. The owlets hatched first, 
and with such a convenient meal 
nearby, the adult owl simply re¬ 
moved the young fickers to feed its 
own brood. 

Humans are also a threat to flick¬ 
ers. People clear the woods of “use¬ 
less” debris by cutting down dead 
trees and snags, thereby eliminating 
existing and potential nesting sites. 
Sometimes peoples’ curiosity leads 
them to disturb active nests with 
eggs or young. 

Although threats to the nest are 
ever-present, adult flickers are not 
completely defenseless. For example, 
many a squirrel exploring the open¬ 
ing to a cavity has been abruptly 
knocked to the ground by a sharp 
stab from the beak of an incubating 
flicker just inside the cavity. 

Incubation duties are shared be¬ 
tween the pair. Nest exchange occurs 
with the relieving bird loudly calling 
wee-tew-wee-tew as it approaches the 
nest. The brooding bird will usually 
leave the nest when its mate arrives 
without any additional encourage¬ 
ment. If not, the arriving bird moves 
its head from right to left in front of 
the nest hole, encouraging its mate 
to exit. 

The youngsters hatch in eleven or 
twelve days. Shortly thereafter, they 
begin to make a constant hissing 
sound that is often repeated during 
their first two weeks of life. Their 
clamor has little obvious effect on the 
parents’ feeding efforts. Neverthe¬ 
less, the adults are sensitive to this 
noise because they utter a soft, musi¬ 
cal murmur when brooding until the 
young quiet down. Strangely, how¬ 
ever, other birds may also respond to 
the nestlings’ calls; even starlings 
and Screech Owls have been seen 
attempting to feed the young flickers! 

At first the youngsters are fed 
inside the cavity, but as they grow 
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The act of predation includes three 
basic steps: search, capture and dis¬ 
patch. The generalized strategies 
used by some birds to locate and 
capture prey include: aerial pursuit 
(flycatchers, swallows, swifts); 
picking insects off leaves and twigs 
(warblers, vireos, orioles); probing 
bark (nuthatches, creepers); chisel¬ 
ing underneath bark and wood 
(woodpeckers); searching ground 
leaf litter (thrushes, thrashers); 
swimming (loons, grebes, cor¬ 
morants, mergansers); skimming 
the water surface (skimmers); diving 
(pelicans, terns, kingfishers); 
stalking (wading birds) and probing 
(shorebirds). 

Each of these predatory strategies 
is worthy of separate study as you 
observe wild birds. Your birding 
outings will be richer experiences 
when you watch for the foraging 
behavior of the birds you see. Watch¬ 
ing bluebirds pursuing and capturing 
insects on the wing with a quick 
snap of their bill is no less spectacular 
than seeing a Cooper’s Hawk cap¬ 
turing a migrating warbler in mid-air. 


The qualities that separate true 
birds of prey, or raptors, from other 
birds that capture live prey are their 
anatomical adaptations. Simply 
stated, eagles, hawks, falcons and 
owls have sharp, hooked beaks; long, 
dagger-like talons; acute binary eye¬ 
sight and a body and plumage geared 
for fast, silent flight. Depending on 
their size, raptors capture animals 
ranging from large rabbits and 
skunks to birds, snakes, frogs, fish 
and even large insects. 

Similarly, other birds are adapted 
to capturing specific live food in 
certain environs. For instance, many 
wading birds are equipped with long 
legs and long toes for walking in soft- 
bottomed wetlands. They also have 
long necks and long, pointed beaks 
with which to reach out and capture 
prey. The Great Blue Heron wading 
in shallow water is definitely a preda¬ 
tor extraordinare as it captures fish 
and frogs, salamanders and the oc¬ 
casional snake. 

Woodpeckers are no less special¬ 
ized for their predatory role. The 
woodpecker’s beak and skull permit 



PHOTO: Ed Bry 

(Left): Great Homed Owls are well-adapted for their role as predators of the 
night. They are capable of capturing rabbit-sized mammals and duck-sized 
birds. (Above): House Wrens capture and feed on a variety of insects and 
insect larvae found near their nests. 
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it to literally hammer its beak against 
a tree hard enough to pierce through 
bark and wood without harm. In 
addition, woodpeckers have long, 
extensible tongues, which are usually 
complete with barbs and a sticky 
mucus that aid in extracting insects. 

Along with the physical adapta¬ 
tions that help predators capture 
prey, most birds also possess in¬ 
stinctive and learned behaviors that 
make them skilled predators. White 
pelicans sometimes work collectively 
to surround a school of fish and 
capture them in their pouched bills. 


(Left): An adult Western Grebe offers 
a small fish to its young. (Below left): 
Known for their fishing prowess, 
Belted Kingfishers also capture other 
aquatic prey—such as this hapless 
crayfish. (Right): A large rattlesnake 
is potentially dangerous prey for an 
inexperienced hunter like this 
immature Swainson’s Hawk. 
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Cormorants and Anhingas actually 
swim underwater after their favorite 
quarries: fish and salamanders. 
While birds ranging from kingfishers 
to terns to pelicans dive headfirst 
into water to capture fish observed as 
they fly overhead, others, like the 
Osprey and Bald Eagle, dive feet first 
to capture fish with their talons. 

The diverse behavior of birds in 


search of food is one of the attrac¬ 
tions that lures us to don hats, boots, 
binoculars and cameras to head out 
into field and marsh to observe birds 
first hand. When we have the oppor¬ 
tunity to witness an interaction be¬ 
tween predator and prey, it always 
provides a memorable experience 
that adds to the excitement of 
birdwatching. 


Each bird has its own means of 
procuring food, and in their seem¬ 
ingly never-ending search for food, 
birds become a part of the web of life: 
the interconnected web of nature 
that ties predator and prey and the 
physical environment 
together into a co¬ 
hesive, yet ever- 
changing unit. 
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If You Can’t Lick 
‘Em, Enjoy ‘Em 

by CAROL MCFEETERS THOMPSON 


Photographs by BARBARA R. FOX 


A nyone who feeds birds long 
enough is sure to attract a 
squirrel. I believe that squir¬ 
rels are equipped with a secret radar 
system, still unknown to science, 
which guides them directly to bird 
feeding stations. Neighborhoods 
thought to be entirely squirrel-free 
for generations become infested 
with the bushy-tailed-seed-snatchers 
within days of the installation of the 
first bird feeder on the block. 

Every backyard birder knows that 
squirrels can be a big problem. They 
can consume large quantities of ex¬ 
pensive seed. Unaware that the new¬ 
found food supply will probably 


remain constant throughout the win¬ 
ter, their natural instinct is to store 
excessive amounts for leaner times. 
Though they will go to great lengths 
to obtain the treats they want- 
hanging upside down, making tre¬ 
mendous leaps, and offering come¬ 
dic antics in return—they often 
destroy the feeder in the process. 

Those who feed birds (a hereto¬ 
fore unclassifiable hodgepodge of 
people) can be neatly categorized by 
their philosophy toward the squirrels 
who visit their feeders. There are 
four major types of bird-feeding 
enthusiasts. 

The first category is the “one 


squirrel is too many” group. This 
group does not want to feed a single 
squirrel a single seed—period! Sub¬ 
scribers to this philosophy demand 
squirrel-proof feeders. For this group, 
designing the perfect squirrel-proof 
feeder is a much loftier goal than 
designing a better mousetrap. 

Feeder manufacturers do their best 
to accommodate them. Each season’s 
catalogues offer new products de¬ 
signed to baffle even the most per¬ 
sistent pilferer. 

Depending on the amount of 
money members of this group are 
willing or able to spend, they can 
choose between “Absolutely-guaran- 



Squirrels may have a “charm” of their own, but sometimes those who feed and watch birds disagree. Feeding the 
squirrels separately may be the answer to this perennial problem. 
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teed-squirrel-proof” feeders that 
promise to accommodate only birds, 
and “Squirrel-resistant” feeders that 
can be overcome by only the cleverest 
of squirrels. 

Ads for these feeders attract cus¬ 
tomers with phrases like “impervious 
to squirrels,” “defy squirrels,” “frus¬ 
trate squirrels,” “outwit the clever 
squirrel” and “discourage persistent 
squirrels”—all of which testify to the 
seriousness with which the “one 
squirrel is too many” group ap¬ 
proaches the war against the squirrel. 

Some of the most sophisticated 
anti-squirrel feeders employ counter¬ 
weight systems to use the squirrel’s 
weight against it. The perch on one 
model drops down to seal off the 
hopper shield, concealing the seeds 
each time the squirrel lands on 
the feeder. 

Another model uses weights in a 
sleeve that fits over the pole mount. 
The sleeve slides down the pole 
under the squirrel’s weight, carrying 
it harmlessly back to the ground just 
before the animal reaches the seed. 
Baffles are a less expensive, but often 
less successful, method of discourag¬ 
ing squirrels. One style that seems to 
work well allows birds to enter the 
hanging feeder from the bottom and 
eat from interior feed shelves that 
squirrels cannot reach. Other models 
employ bowls or domes above or 
below the feeder that tilt sharply 
under the squirrel, theoretically caus¬ 


ing it to lose its footing and jump off. 

The second group of bird-feeding 
enthusiasts subscribes to the “sepa¬ 
rate but equal” segregation philoso¬ 
phy. This group provides squirrels 
with their own feeder, which is theo¬ 
retically so attractive in terms of loca¬ 
tion, design and food supply offered, 
that hungry squirrels will visit it 
instead of the feeder intended for 
the birds. 

Feeders designed with the dis¬ 
criminating squirrel in mind might 
be as simple as a tray mounted in the 
fork of a tree or as elaborate as a 
picnic table feeding platform under a 
roof, which protects both the food 
and the squirrel from the elements. 
Some feeder distributors even go so 
far as to offer gourmet squirrel-seed 
mixtures or bags of dried com-on- 
the-cob to please this group of 
feeders. 

The third group represents the “if 
you can’t beat 'em, have some fun 
with 'em" philosophy. They employ 
unusual designs to make the hungry 
squirrel work for its meals by offering 
puzzles to solve. These feeders capi¬ 
talize on the squirrel’s natural adapta¬ 
bility and agility to offer diversion 
both for the squirrels and the people 
who feed them. 

One of the most-interesting of this 
variety of feeders uses ears of dried 
com fastened to windmill-like blades 
that spin or twirl under the squirrel’s 
weight like a carnival ride. The squir- 



Bird feeders, with their ready source of delicious and abundant food, seem 
irresistible to persistent squirrels. 
























Finches enjoy the bounty of the feeder 
without any interference. 


rel earns its reward by scrambling to 
maintain its balance. 

I belong to the fourth category. We 
are the “every guest is welcome at our 
table” group. We are every bit as 
pleased to see a squirrel drop by to 
visit our feeder as we are to see a 
cardinal or a chickadee. 

Each fall we pick up bags of fallen 
hickory nuts and acorns, and we 
glean broken ears of corn from har¬ 
vested fields to include in the mix¬ 
tures we set out in our backyard. 
Neighborhood squirrels seem to pre¬ 
fer these larger treats, thereby ig¬ 
noring more expensive seed in¬ 
tended for birds. Our feeders are 
homemade trays that are virtually 
cost-free and easy to replace. 

We enjoy watching the daring 
acrobatics of the squirrels in our 
backyard as they leap fearlessly from 
tree to tree, scampering up the 
closest trunk to give us an energetic 
scolding if we come outside. I think 
it is important to remember that the 
squirrel’s “greedy and destructive” 
characteristics can be viewed instead 
as “clever and resourceful” 

—qualities we can all 
appreciate and 
admire. 



Carol McFeeters Thompson is based in Clinton, 
Illinois. This is her second contribution to 
WildBird Magazine. 



A dose of water from a garden hose is sure to dampen this squirrel’s enthusiasm 
for his perch on the feeder. 
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ports tightly preventing access. 
It is also the only feeder of its 
type to feed from two sides. Two 
large glass panels let you see 
when to refill. The Jonboy is 
constructed of galvanized steel 
and is painted a natural gray- 
green. It mounts easily on a 
4x4 post and holds over 15 lbs 
of feed. 

We know you’ll be satisfied with 
your Jonboy feeder. If not, call us. 

ONLY 

$ 59.95 

Plus $4.50 shipping and handling. 

MN residents add 6% sales tax. 

VISA & MASTERCARD ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE: 

1 - 800 - 677-6543 



We offer a wide variety of feeders, bird houses 
and specialty feeds. For a free catalog, call pur 
toll free number or write the RFG Mail Order 
Department. 


ROBBjpALE 

FARMa&'MRDEN 

4719 42nd Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1223 
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Bird Feeder Manufacturer And 
Distributor Listing 

There Are A Multitude Of Sources For Those Seeking Bird Feeders 


B ecause bird feeding is such a 
popular pastime, it follows that 
bird feeders are in great demand. 
Over the years, manufacturers of 
bird feeders have responded to this 
demand by designing a variety of 
feeders, both the practical and the 
imaginative. 

Some of the companies included 
in this directory manufacture and 
sell their own feeders, while others 
distribute many types of feeders. No 
matter what type of bird feeder you 
are looking for, you can probably 
find it from one of these sources. 



HummZinger 
Hummingbird 
Feeder by 
Aspects, Inc. 


Bird Feeder Manufacturers and Distributors 




"d* 


Agri-Venture 

American Wild Bird Company 

Andercraft Woods 

Art Line Inc. 

Arundale Products 

Aspects Inc. 

Audubon Workshop 

Avian Products 

19529 State Highway 249 

802 Cabin John Parkway 

RR1, Box 91 

600 N. Kilbourn Street 

5142 Westminster Place 

245 Child Street, Box 408 

1501 Paddock Drive 

106 N. Main 

Houston, Texas 77070 

Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Mishicot, Wisconsin 54228 

Chicago, Illinois 60624 

St. Louis, Missouri 63108 

Warren, Rhode Island 02885 

Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 53066 

(713) 955-2469 
(301)279-8999 
(414) 755-4014 
(312) 722-8100 
(314) 367-8030 
(401) 247-1854 
(708) 729-6660 
(414) 569-9779 

The Aviarium Inc. 

Ayers Pottery 

Backyard Birds Specialty Shoppe 

Beck’s 

P.O. Box 158 

308 N. Third 

481 Route 9 

P.O. Box 103N 

South Yarmouth, Massachusetts 02664 
Hannibal, Missouri 63401 

Clifton Park, New York 12065 
Williamsburg, Indiana 47393 

(508) 394-9194 
(314)221-6960 
(518) 383-4048 
(317)874-1583 

Bird Condos 

Bird Craft 

Birdhomes Studio 

The Bird House 

RR 1, Box 150 

5140 Madison Avenue 

1476 Caves Camp Road 

5901 Omaha Avenue N. 

Mohawk, New York 13407 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46227 

Williams, Oregon 97544 

Stillwater, Minnesota 55082 

(315)866-1870 

(503) 233-8108 
(612) 439-1923 

The Bird House 

Bird Song Products 

Bird Watcher Custom Houses & Feeders 
Bird Watcher Supply Company 

P.O. Box 722 

3900 Cheyenne Court 

166 Bell Road 

2615 George Busbee Parkway 

Estacada, Oregon 97023 

Oxford, Michigan 48051 

Nashville, Tennessee 37217 

Kennesaw, Georgia 30144 

(503) 227-3232 
(313) 693-7479 
(615)366-6309 
(404) 499-7597 

Welles L. Bishop Company 

Briggs Associates Inc. 

Bruce Barber Feeders 

Burd Corporation 

464 Pratt Street 

P.O. Box 29310 

9497 Franklin Center Road 

P.O. Box 580 

Meriden, Connecticut 06450 

Thornton, Colorado 80229 

Cranesville, Pennsylvania 16410 

Cedar Edge, Colorado 81413 

(203) 238-0881 
(303) 289-4619 
(814) 774-4258 
(800)367-1245 

C & S Products Company Inc. 

Cardinal Home Products 

Centra-Flo 

Chesapeake Creative Arts 

Box 848 

4911 Grant Avenue 

RR 1, Box 574 

P.O. Box 444 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

Cleveland, Ohio 44125 

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

Riderwood, Maryland 21139 

(800) 373-2425 
(216)883-6730 

The Chickadee Nature Store 

Clear Vision Feeders 

Cockerum Oregon Insects 

Coffer Company 

1330-L Wirt 

RR 12, Box 62 

P.O. Box 714 

3207 S.E. 36 Avenue 

Houston, Texas 77055 

Westmoreland, New Hampshire 03467 
Tillamook, Oregon 97141 

Portland, Oregon 97202 

(713) 956-2670 
(603) 357-7790 
(800) 63-FLIES 
(503)233-8108 

Country Medley 

The Courtyard 

Crystal Ridge Feeders 

Dalen Products Inc. 

Dani Woods 

RR 4, Box 301 

21 W. 120 Irving Park Road 

P.O. Box 1300 

1110 Gilbert Drive 

P.O. Box 110125 

Brookville, Pennsylvania 15825 

Itasca, Illinois 60143 

Julian, California 92036 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37932-3099 
Cleveland, Ohio 44111 

(814) 849-5842 
(708) 773-1775 
(619) 765-0229 
(615)966-3256 
(216) 631-5267 












Darling Custom Wood Products 

Dennis Thaden Company 

Droll Yankees 

Duncraft 

37 Hummingbird Lane 

203 East Little Canada Road 

27 Mill Road 

33 Fisherville Road 

Henderson, Nevada 89014 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55117 

Foster, Rhode Island 02825 

Penacook, New Hampshire 03303 

(702)456-7073 
(612) 379-0203 
(401) 647-3324 
(603) 224-0200 

Fashion Feeder 

Fiesta Feeders 

For the Birds 

For The Birds 

215 Davidson Avenue 

P.O. Box 58 

3913-14 Avenue 

Box 491 

Somerset, New Jersey 08873 

Wycombe, Pennsylvania 18980 

Rock Island, Illinois 61201 

Hovland, Minnesota 55606 

(201)469-7500 
(215)598-7411 
(309) 793-4020 
(218) 475-2209 

4-F Corporation 

Gardener’s Eden 

Graham Carlson Company 

Gull Island Craftsmen 

11013 Kellog Court 

P.O. Box 7307 

P.O. Box 10571 

15 Clay Cliff Drive 

Nerstrandm, Minnesota 55053 

San Francisco, California 94120-7307 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 55110 
Tonka Bay, Minnesota 55331 

(507) G63-1934 
(415)421-4242 
(612) 429-6373 
(612) 474-2849 

Half Moon Studio 

Heath Manufacturing 

Heritage Farm 

Hernco 

Hyde Bird Feeder Company 
Hummingbird Heaven 

K-Feeder Enterprises 

Kane Manufacturing 

2100 Roswell Road N.E. 

140 Mill Street 

1462 U.S. Route 20 Bypass 

P.O. Box 804 

P.O. Box 168 

1255 Carmel Drive 

4635 Post Road, Box 7824 

101 N.E. 56 Street, Box 774 

Marietta, Georgia 30062 

Coopersville, Michigan 49404 

Cherry Valley, Illinois 61016 

Columbus, Indiana 47202 

Waltham, Massachusetts 02254 

Simi Valley, California 93065 

Warwick, Rhode Island 02887 

Des Moines, Iowa 50303 

(404) 971-2467 

(616) 837-8181 
(800) 435-4525 
(812) 376-8038 

(617) 893-6780 
(805) 522-2433 
(401)884-1107 
(800) 247-0038 

Kellogg Inc. 

Lillian Vernon Corporation 

Locke Hill Feed and Pet Supply 

Looker Products 

P.O. Box 684 

510 S. Fulton Avenue 

4927 Golden Quail #105 

P.O. Box 29 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 

Mount Vernon, New York 10550 

San Antonio, Texas 78240 

Milford, Illinois 60953 

(414) 276-0373 
(914) 633-6300 
(512)691-2351 

Lustar Products 

Mac Industries 

Maetzold Associates Inc. 

Maine Manna Inc. 

101 Victory Road 

8125 South 1-35 

3822 County Road 73 

P.O. Box 248 

Springfield, New Jersey 07081 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73149 
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343 

Gorham, Maine 04038 

(201)379-4435 
(405) 631-8553 
(612) 933-7505 
(207) 839-6013 

Maine Nature Products 

Magnum Feeders 

Meta Bird Feeders 

Miles Family Enterprises 

The Nature Store 

Nature’s View 

North Fork 

North States Industries Inc. 

RR1, Box 2430 

P.O. Box 173 

P.O. Box 1099 

487 Ewing Avenue 

14412 Excelsior Boulevard 

West 7045 Silvernale Lane 

P.O. Box 741 

1200 Mendelssohn Avenue #210 

Charleston, Maine 04422 

Lowell, Indiana 46356 

Hudson, New York 12534 

Decatur, Illinois 62522 

Minnetonka, Minnesota 55345 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin 54848 

Mineola, New York 11501 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427 

(207) 285-3802 
(219)696-9315 
(518) 828-0533 
(217) 422-9593 
(612) 935-3475 
(715) 532-3387 
(516) 746-3863 
(612)541-9101 

O.T. Products 

Oak Ridge Products 

01’ Sam Peabody 

Old Bob’s 

P.O.Box 1362 

RR 2, Box 1022 

P.O. Box 316 

9400 Rockville Road 

Mena, Arkansas 71953 

Cobleskill, New York 12043 

Berrien Springs, Michigan 49103 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46234 

(501) 394-6355 
(518) 234-7607 
(616)471-4031 
(317) 271-2266 

One Good Tern 

OPUS Inc. 

Perky-Pet Products Inc. 

Pet Food Warehouse 

1710 Fern Street 

P.O. Box 525 

2201 South Wabash Street 

3000 White Bear Avenue 

Alexandria, Virginia 22302 

Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 
Denver, Colorado 80231 

Maplewood, Minnesota 55109 

(703) 820-8376 
(508) 966-0470 
(303)751-9000 
(612) 777-4844 

Pike’s Peak Mercantile 

Presto Galaxy Inc. 

Professional Pet Marketing 

Pyro’s Pottery 

510 Mesa Vista Court 

255 Banker Street 

P.O. Box 1221 

1588 N. Sewell Road 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904 
Greenpoint, New York 11222 

Mansfield, Ohio 44901 

Bloomington, Indiana 47408 

(719) 630-1445 
(800) 233-4447 
(419) 525-3460 
(812)339-1862 

Reinders Brothers 

Robbinsdale Farm and Garden 

Rome Industries 

Rubbermaid Specialty Products 

P.O. Box 825 

4719-42 Avenue N. 

1703 W. Detweiller Drive 

6250 N. Honeytown Road 

Elm Grove, Wisconsin 53122-0925 
Robbinsdale, Minnesota 55422 

Peoria, Illinois 61615 

Smithville, Ohio 44677 

(414) 786-3300 
(800) 533-2244 
(309) 691-7120 
(216) 669-9000 

Sery’s Creations 

Specialty Sales 

Sun Feeder 

Towanda Bird House 

2433 S. 74 Street 

P.O. Box 318 

P.O. Box 96 

6405 E. Kellogg, Suite 14 

West Allis, Wisconsin 53219 

Cadillac, Michigan 49601 

Aneta, North Dakota 58212 

Wichita, Kansas 67207 

(414) 327-5458 
(616) 775-7687 
(701) 322-4310 
(316)684-6161 

Tucson Home Maintenance 

Vagabond House 

Vari-Crafts 

Vermont Crafts Catalog 

3626 E. Blacklidge 

1284 Highland Drive 

332 Howard Boulevard, Box 34 
P.O. Box 469 

Tucson, Arizona 85716 

St. Albans, West Virginia 25177 

Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856 
Hinesburg, Vermont 05461 

(602) 795-5397 
(304) 722-6489 
(201)398-8880 
(802) 453-4917 

Western Reserve 

Western Maine Cedar Products 

Wild Bird Company 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

P.O. Box F 

1891-A Post Road, Box 682 

617 Hungerford Drive 

1810 Broad Ripple Avenue #8A 

Kinsman, Ohio 44428 

Fairfield, Connecticut 06430 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 

(216) 876-2330 
(203) 254-3500 
(301) 279-0079 
(317) 257-8884 

Wildlife Products 

Wildwood Farms 

Wildwood Farms 

Windcastles Studios 

P.O. Box 363 

P.O. Box 128 

P.O. Box 304 

RR 2, Box 889 

Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495 
Thompson, Illinois 61285 

Clinton, Iowa 52732 

Locust Grove, Oklahoma 74352 

(715) 423-3737 
(815) 259-2992 
(319) 242-3767 
(918) 386-2557 

WoodLink, Ltd. 

Wood ’N Things 

Woodpecker Shop 

Wood Thrush Shop 

P.O. Box 508 

154 S. Church Street 

RR 3, Box 187 

992 Davidson Drive 

Mount Ayr, Iowa 50854 

Zeeland, Michigan 49464 

Dover, Ohio 44622 

Nashville, Tennessee 37205 

(515) 464-3905 
(616) 772-1820 
(216) 364-6141 
(800) 444-BIRD 
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Birder's Guide To 

Elk Island National Park 

A Look At Western Canada’s Premiere Birding Locale 


Article and Photos by TIM GALLAGHER 


Y ou know that Canada is birding 
country the minute you exchange 
your U.S. money for Canadian cur¬ 
rency. Flip over a two dollar bill and you’ll 
find an excellent portrait of an American 
Robin on the back. Then there’s the five 
dollar bill, which has an even better illustra¬ 
tion of a Belted Kingfisher. The new one- 
dollar coins, called “Loonies” by many 
Canadians, have a beautiful Common Loon 
sculpted on the tail side. 

But the illustrations on the currency are 
only a tantalizing preview of things to come. 
Once you get out into the field in this wonder¬ 
fully underpopulated country, you’ll find a 
wealth of first-rate birding experiences. 

T hough there are a wealth of excellent 
birding locales in Canada, one of my 
favorite spots is Elk Island National 
Park. Located in Alberta, the westernmost 
prairie province, the park is a fascinating 
remnant of an earlier, wilder North America. 

Bison, moose, elk and deer roam freely in a 
mixture of habitats consisting of spruce 
forest, aspen parkland and wetlands. Beavers 
are a common sight, building dams and 
swimming in the lakes and ponds as they 
have for centuries. 

The bird life is no less amazing. A total of 
230 bird species have been recorded at the 


park, including numerous migrant warblers, 
flycatchers, wading birds and birds of prey. 

The location of the park has a lot to do with 
the wide range of species found there. Elk 
Island is in a transition zone where the boreal 
forest meets the aspen parkland of central 
Alberta. Plants and animals from both eco¬ 
logical zones, as well as some prairie species, 
occur at the park. 

Elk Island is not a true island at all. The 
national park is surrounded, not by water, but 
by highly developed farmland, ranches and 
housing. In fact, it is less than 25 miles (40 
kilometers) from Edmonton, a major urban 
area and the capital city of Alberta. This 
remarkable national park is actually an island 
in a sea of civilization. 

Anyone driving into Elk Island National 
Park is bound to be amazed at how much the 
park differs from the nearby countryside. Elk 
Island is an undeveloped, hilly area encircled 
by developed flatlands. The park is com¬ 
prised mostly of “knob and kettle” topog¬ 
raphy-small rounded hills with depressions 
nestled among them. The depressions trap 
water, creating various small wetlands, bogs, 
and beaver ponds. These areas provide 
abundant food and habitat for wading birds 
and waterfowl. 

Elk Island’s distinctive topography is one 
major reason that it has survived intact into 
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our century. Simply put, Elk Island was a 
difficult place to farm, especially considering 
how much easier farming was on the sur¬ 
rounding flatlands. Though a small portion of 
the land was homesteaded in the past, the 
park never faced the kind of massive agri¬ 
cultural development that occurred on sur¬ 
rounding lands. 

The Indians called this amazing area Amisk 
Wuche, or Beaver Hills. It was well-named 
because the area teemed with beaver before 
white settlers arrived. (And thanks to the 
efforts of conservationists, today Beaver Hills 


once again lives up to its name.) Indians used 
the Beaver Hills as a wintering area, because 
the low hills blocked the howling winds and 
harsh weather of the prairie winter. 

The land of Elk Island National park was 
first set aside near the turn of the century by a 
handful of local hunters. Concerned about 
the dwindling number of elk in the hills, the 
hunters fenced off 16 square miles near Lake 
Astotin to form an elk preserve. In 1913, the 
area became a dominion park. Since that time 
the area has expanded to 75 square miles, all 
of it fenced. 
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The fence is one factor that helps to 
maintain the “island” nature of the park. 
Large animals are free to roam in Elk Island, 
but they cannot go outside the boundaries 
where they might cause damage to local farms 
or be hunted. 

The forest edges and lake shores in the 
park are excellent areas for birding, and 
because they are transition zones, the greatest 
diversity in species occurs there. In addition 
to natural wetlands, there are also numerous 
beaver dams in the park, which create excel¬ 
lent mini-wetlands for birds. 


A s you approach the main entrance gate 
at the southern end of the park off 
Highway 16, there is an information 
center to the right of the road. This is a good 
place to begin your exploration of Elk Island 
National Park. 

Talk to staff members at the center; they’ll 
advise you on where to go to find the particu¬ 
lar birds and animals you’re most interested 
in seeing. There are also brochures, maps, 
and useful books available at the center. 

While you’re there, purchase a copy of the 
book, Finding Birds In Elk Island National Park, 









A Yellow-bellied by Judith Cornish. Published by the Friends 
Sapsucker feeds at a Of Elk Island Society, it provides an excellent 

sapwell at Elk Island. introduction to the park’s birdlife. Another 
useful guide put out by the same group is Walk 
On The Wild Side, by jean Burgess, which has 
detailed information about the many hiking 
trails at Elk Island. 

Once inside the park, I usually make a 
beeline for Lake Astotin in the northern part 
of Elk Island. It is the largest and deepest 
body of water in the park and contains a 
number of picturesque, spruce-covered 
islands. At Lake Astotin you can also get set 
up at the campground if you intend to 
stay overnight. 

On the east side of the lake is a fine 
interpretive center well worth visiting. A 
spotting scope is set up permanently behind 
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the center so visitors can observe the water- 
fowl and beaver that swim past. Birding is 
great on a nearby boardwalk, where people 
can walk out over a marsh, observing the 
variety of aquatic plants up close. 

On early spring mornings when few people 
were around, I sat quietly on the boardwalk, 
getting great closeup looks at a variety of 
birds. From that vantage point, I saw Canada , 
Geese with their broods of goslings, several 
pairs of Red-necked Grebes, a Common 
Loon, and several species of ducks, all swim¬ 
ming past me at remarkably close range. 

At dawn one day, 1 watched two Common | 
Snipe performing their breathtaking court- j 
ship flight next to the lake. All around and i 
high above me they flew, first gaining altitude, j 

then diving at breakneck speed. Rushing j 
wind from their power-dives vibrated their j 
outer tail feathers, producing their character- i 
istic “winnowing” sound—it was a spectacu¬ 
lar show! 

There are a number of wading birds, | 
including Great Blue Herons and Black- 
crowned Night-Herons in the surrounding 1 
marshes. Actually, the night-heron is a rela¬ 
tive newcomer to the park. The species was 
first sighted at Elk Island in 1958 and is now 
increasing in numbers. 

The Double-crested Cormorant is another 
bird that was rarely observed at the park until 
recently. Now they are seen fairly often from 
April to early October at Lake Astotin. 

Three species of terns—Forster’s, Com¬ 
mon, and Black—forage for food at the lake, 
though only the Black Tern nests there. 
Unlike the Forster’s and Common terns, 
which live primarily on small fish they catch 
by diving into the lake, Black Terns are mostly 
insectivorous. 

The terns are fascinating to watch. They 
seem to be on the wing constantly, trying to 
pick off flying insects over the marshes, ; 
meadows, and water. 

One of the favorite species for most sum- j 
mer park visitors must be the Red-necked 
Grebe, which is the official symbol of the , 
Friends Of Elk Island Society. The grebes’ ] 
loud, raucous courtship calls echo across the 
lakes of Elk Island each spring as they per¬ 
form their elaborate courtship ritual. 

Several Red-necked Grebes nest on Lake 
Astotin, within easy binocular-range of shore. 
Their floating nest-structures are easy to see 
as you walk along the shoreline trail. In the 
early summer, you might even spot young 
grebes riding on their parents’ backs. 

In addition to the Red-necked Grebe, there 
are also Horned, Eared, Pied-billed, and 
Western grebes at the park. During the fall 
migration, the Horned Grebe replaces the 
Red-necked as the park’s most common 
grebe species. 







Once you’ve had a good look at the Lake 
Astotin area, it’s time to try one of the more 
challenging trails. With over 50 miles (80 
kilometers) of trails, Elk Island is a great place 
for hiking. The trails vary so much in terms 
of length and degree of difficulty that it’s 
easy to find a trail to fit your level of physi¬ 
cal condition. 

One of my favorite trails is the Tawayik 
Lake Trail. The path meanders through 
areas of woodland interspersed with aspen 
parkland and grassy areas. Again, this di¬ 
versity of habitats creates some great birding 
opportunities. 

Along the trail, you can spot woodland and 
grassland species in close proximity in the 
transition zones between differing ecosys¬ 
tems. The trail begins at a picnic area at the 
northern tip of the lake, then proceeds south, 
skirting the lake’s eastern shore. 

The lake is not always visible, however, as 
you pass through fairly dense woodlands. In 
summer, the trail peters out in a marshy area 
between Tawayik and Little Tawayik lakes. 
This is one of the few places in the park 
where you can see Yellow-headed Blackbirds. 
The marsh freezes over in winter, allowing 
cross-country skiers to make a loop around 
Lake Tawayik. 

Near the beginning of the trail, there is a 
raised platform with a built-in spotting scope. 
From this vantage point you can see several 
species of ducks foraging in the nearby marsh. 

If you are lucky, you might spot a Trumpeter 
Swan at one of Elk Island’s lakes. Since 1987, 
researchers have been attempting to re¬ 
introduce this species to the park. The first 
year they airlifted four entire families—adults 
and young—from Grande Prairie, Alberta, 
and released them in secluded areas of the 
park. It is too early to predict the long-term 
success of the project, but researchers hope 
the birds will eventually become regular 
breeding residents at the park. 

Most local birders would agree that spring 
is the best time to visit Elk Island. At this time 
the birds are the most active and are present 
in the greatest numbers. On spring mornings, 
especially soon after dawn, the aspen woods 
are alive with bird songs as the newly arrived 
spring and summer residents set up terri¬ 
tories and attempt to attract mates. 

A person who is good at identifying birds 
by their song will have a field day sorting out 
the notes of the various warblers, flycatchers, 
and other birds present. By late June, how¬ 
ever, most birds are incubating and are less 
conspicuous. 

As the first frosts of autumn arrive (often 
during late August!), the insect-eating birds 
begin to move south. Sandhill Cranes pass 
over by the hundreds at this time, though 
they rarely land. Migratory waterfowl show up 



A mature bull bison can be a dangerous and unpredictable animal. 
It’s wise to be cautious; never approach them closer than 150 feet. 


Beware Of Bison 

One of the most remarkable features of Elk Island National Park is its 
free-roaming bison herds. The animals are a fantastic relic of an earlier 
time in Alberta. Unfortunately, they can sometimes be dangerous if 
you don’t use common sense when you are near them. 

The bison are wild animals. They can be unpredictable, sometimes 
charging without warning. The Canadian Parks Service offers the 
following safety tips: 

• If you see a bison along the roadway, stay in your vehicle. Do not 
approach the animal along the roadside. 

• Always stay at least 150 to 200 feet from bison. 

• Be especially careful of bull bison from late July through August. 
This is the rut season, when they are the most dangerous. 

• Do not approach bison in clearings or open meadows. If the animal 
does not have an escape route into the trees it may be more likely to 
charge. 

• If you see bison while walking on a hiking trail, don’t try to shout at 
them or scare them away. And don’t approach them. It’s best to walk 
around them, giving them a wide berth. But be sure to keep an eye on 
them. 

• Never, under any circumstances, enter a bison herd on foot. Never 
come between two bison, especially a mother and calf. 

• Dogs cannot be taken on park trails because they may provoke a 
bison attack. 
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Eastern Kingbirds can 
often be seen near the lake 
shores hunting for insects. 
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in good numbers during September and 
October—watch for Tundra Swans, Barrow’s 
Goldeneye, Cinnamon Teal, Common Mer¬ 
gansers, Surf and White-winged scoters, and 
Common Mergansers. 

Some birders visit the park in winter, 
making quick tours of the trails on cross¬ 
country skis. This is an enjoyable and ex¬ 
hilarating way to bird, though there aren’t as 
many birds around—only one-tenth the bird 
species that inhabit the park in spring are 
present during the winter. Winter birds 
include Pine Grosbeaks, Redpolls, Snow 
Buntings, and Bohemian Waxwings. 

No matter what time of year you decide to 
visit Elk Island National Park, you’ll discover 


an amazing hidden world—a piece of prime¬ 
val Canada where huge ungulates—moose, 
bison, elk—still roam free. dt§k 
You’ll also find some of the 
best birding in the country. 


More Information 

For more information on Elk Island, call the 
Park Information Center at (403) 922-5790. Or 
contact the Friends Of Elk Island Society at 
Box 20, Site 4, R.R. 1, Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, Canada T8L 2N7; (403) 992-6392. For 
10 dollars a year (Canadian) you can join this 
useful organization and receive their quarterly 
newsletter. 

















BIRDERS 

QUIZ 

North American Gulls 

by JOHN PEPIN and JON FISHER 

G ulls are attracted to water, 
whether they be sea gulls, 
lake gulls or river gulls. 

Gulls congregate along the ocean 
shorelines during winter to feed on 
ocean life and edible refuse. In 
spring they travel inland to nest on 
islands in lakes, or wing to distant 
ocean islands where they nest in 
loud, crowded colonies. 

Gulls are usually one of the first 
families of birds little children 
learn to identify. What more have 
you learned about them since those 
early days? The answers are on page 
74.) 

1. Which gull often nests in coniferous trees? (A) Little Gull (B) Bonaparte’s 
Gull (C) Black-legged Kittiwake (D) All of the above 

2. Due to the location of its breeding range and its delicate profile, this gull 
is known locally as the “Prairie Pigeon.” (A) Mew Gull (B) California Gull (C) 
Franklin’s Gull (D) Heermann’s Gull 
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3. This common gull of the Pacific coast is easily identified in adult 
plumage by its dark gray mantle. (A) Lesser Black-backed Gull (B) California 
Gull (C) Slaty-backed Gull (D) Western Gull 

4. Which two gulls are so similar in appearance and behavior that some 
experts consider them to be the same species? (A) Thayer’s and Iceland 
gulls (B) Western and Glaucous-winged gulls (C) Glaucous and Great- 
backed gulls (D) All of the above 

5. This species is our darkest-colored gull. (A) Common Black-headed Gull 
(B) Heermann’s Gull (C) Lesser Black-backed Gull (D) Laughing Gull 

6. The Herring Gull is one example of a species whose population has 
exploded in recent years due to: (A) Decreased persecution by man (B) An 
increase in open garbage dumps (C) Commercial fishing practices (D) All 
of the above 
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7. This species breeds north of the lower 48 states but winters on the Great 
Lakes and both the east and west coasts. (A) Iceland Gull (B) Glaucous Gull 
(C) Thayer’s Gull (D) None of the above 

8. This pelagic species is seldom seen on shore due to its oceanic migration 
route. (A) Sabine’s Gull (B) Iceland Gull (C) Yellow-footed Gull (D) Thayer’s 
Gull 

9. Which gull is the only “black-headed” gull that has an all-black bill and a 
contrasting wing pattern? (A) Laughing Gull (B) Little Gull (C) Bonaparte’s 
Gull (D) Black-headed Gull 

10. This gull is the only species that builds a nest that floats in water. (A) 
Sabine’s Gull (B) Franklin’s Gull (C) Black-legged Kittiwake (D) Heermann’s 
Gull 
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Herons, 
One And All 


An Introduction to North America's 
Magnificent Heron Family 

by KIM HARRIS 



One of the most common and wide-ranging members of the heron family, the 
graceful Great Blue Heron feeds mostly on fish. 
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T heir names conjure up 
images of blue giants, 
crowned royalty, hooved 
beasts and snow storms. Country 
folk and fishermen know them as big 
blues, white cranes, shitepokes,John 
Henrys. Birders call them herons, 
egrets and bitterns. 

In fact, they all belong to the heron 
family, a tribe whose members in¬ 
clude the day herons—the Great 
Blue, Green-backed, Tricolored and 
Little Blue; the night herons—Black- 
crowned and Yellow-crowned; the 
egrets—Great, Snowy, Reddish and 
Cattle; and the bitterns—American 
and Least. 

Worldwide this charismatic and 
attractive bird family includes 60 
species. In North America, a dozen 
species can be found in the eastern 
United States, while birdwaters can 
add 10 different herons to their life- 
lists in the western states. 

All the members of the heron 
family, except one, share a common 
attraction: a preference for water and 
wetlands. Whether it be lake, river, 
pond, marsh, slough or swamp, 
herons can be found there, feeding 
on the aquatic species that dwell in 
these watery habitats. 

The lone exception to the “water 
rule” is the Cattle Egret. This member 
of the heron family prefers uplands 
to wetlands. This medium-sized 
white egret is a newcomer to North 
America from its native lands in 
Africa, Spain and Portugal. 

It appears that a number of Cattle 
Egrets flew across the Adantic Ocean, 
possibly catapulted by hurricane-like 
winds. They were first reported in 
the Western Hemisphere in South 
America in the late 1800s. The 
species established a foothold in 
Florida in 1941. By 1971 the birds 
had expanded their range northward 
into the Atlantic states and the 
Midwest, and west as far as Cali¬ 
fornia. The range expansion of the 
Cattle Egret continues today, and 
this species is now regularly seen in 
many areas of southern Canada. 

Cattle Egrets prefer fields and 
pastures away from water, often side 
by side with grazing animals, where 
they search for insects and other 
“edibles.” They occasionally can be 
seen perched atop a cow, looking 
like miniature cowboys riding bovine 
mounts. 





A lthough herons vary in stature 
from the “diminutive” Least 
Bittern to the four-foot tall 
Great Blue Heron, most are typically 
long: long-legged, long-necked and 
long-billed. These slender-looking 
birds can often be seen standing or 
crouching motionless at water’s edge, 
frozen in lonely dignity, waiting for 
dinner to unwittingly approach. Or 
they maybe observed wading stealth¬ 
ily in shallow water, almost catlike, 
carefully moving one foot and then 
the other as they search for prey. The 
smaller herons, such as the Green- 
backed, may also lean far out from a 
log or limb over water to catch fish, 
seemingly defying Newton’s Law. 

Once a heron spots a fish, frog, 
mouse, insect, crawfish or other food, 
it strikes with its dagger-like bill, 
using a lightning quick thrust of its 
serpentine neck. On occasion, a 
heron may capture a small fish in its 
bill, toss it into the air to realign the 
morsel, then gulp it down headfirst. 
A larger heron, especially a Great 
Blue, sometimes spears a big fish 
with its bill. Like a hunter with prey 
hanging from his lance, the heron 
will carry its victim ashore to dis¬ 
patch and eat it. 

In flight these birds are stately, 
with strong, regular, but rather slow 
wingbeats. Herons fly with their neck 
cradled well back on their shoulders 
in a characteristic “S” curve, with 
their long legs protruding beyond 
their comparatively short tail. 
(Cranes fly with their necks ex¬ 
tended straight forward rather than 
with the heron curve. This is one 
visual distinction for identifying 
members of these two families.) 

Many species of herons are 
adorned with showy plumes on their 
heads and backs during courtship 
and nesting. These airy, delicate 
feathers flutter and billow in the 
breezes of spring and early summer. 

The nesting sites selected by 
herons are many and varied. Most 
prefer trees, but they may also nest in 
low bushes, in stands ofbullrushes or 
other marshland vegetation or even 
on the ground. 

Most herons are sociable and pre¬ 
fer to nest in colonies that may vary 
in size from a few pairs to hundreds 
of birds and nests. An exception is 
the Green-backed Heron, which 
usually prefers a solitary nesting site. 


The location of a nesting colony or 
rookery depends on the availability 
of a suitable nesting site and an 
ample food supply to feed growing 
young. 

Most heron nests are flimsy plat¬ 
forms fashioned with sticks. Some 
nests maybe more than 50 feet above 
the ground, and occasionally a single 
tree will have several dozen nests 
built in it. 

Although the nests are notably 
skimpy when first built, they become 
larger and more substantial if they 
survive windstorms and are re-used 
year after year. The excretions of the 
young and the decaying fish that fall 
from the nests can make a heronry 
far from sweet-smelling on a hot, 
humid summer day. 

T he heron familiar to most 
people is the Great Blue 
Heron. Great Blues are com¬ 
monly seen alone, standing tall and 
motionless or wading slowly through 
a shallow wetland cove. A Great Blue 
can be mistaken for a dead tree limb 
sticking out of the water because of 


its gray-blue coloring and the posture 
it assumes. Move closer for a better 
look and this wary, keen-eyed bird 
will croak a good-bye and sail away 
with slow, dignified flaps of its wide¬ 
spread, black-tipped wings. 

The size of the Great Blue Heron 
befits its name—it is the largest of all 
North American herons. The Great 
Blue is truly the “king” of the heron 
family, standing over four feet tall 
and sporting a wingspan of six feet. 
When flying overhead, Great Blues 
rival an eagle in size. 

In addition to the “normal” blue 
Great Blues, there are two color 
phases that make heron watching all 
the more interesting. A white phase 
or color morph found principally in 
southern Florida was formerly con¬ 
sidered a separate species and was 
known as the Great White Heron. 
There is also a white-headed color 
phase known as the Wurdemann’s 
Heron, which may be found in the 
Florida Keys. 

Formerly known as the Green 
Heron, the Green-backed Heron is 
no stranger to country dwellers and 










fishermen. It’s the smallest of the 
heron-named birds—about two and 
one-half times smaller than the Great 
Blue. It’s not the smallest member of 
the heron family, however; that dis¬ 
tinction belongs to the Least Bittern. 

When airborne, the Green-backed 
Heron appears chunky and not over¬ 
ly graceful. Close inspection shows 
the Green-backed Heron has more 
blue color on its back than green, 
prompting some birders to jokingly 
call this bird the “little” green heron 
because it has so little green in 
its plumage. 

Green-backed Herons are very 
solitary, rarely associating with other 
birds, even their own kind. Except at 
times of courtship, nesting or migra¬ 
tion, they are almost always found by 
themselves, generally along the 
margins of a pond or stream. 

The Tricolored Heron is medium¬ 
sized when compared to the Green- 
backed and Great Blue herons. 
Among the least shy of all North 
American herons, it can be found in 
many of the saltwater lagoons and 
marshes along the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts. 

Formerly known as the Louisiana 
Heron, the Tricolored is also known 
as the “lady-of-the-waters” in its 
local haunts because of its grace and 
elegance, both in flight and on the 
ground. In fact, it is considered by 
many heron enthusiasts to be the 
most graceful species in the North 
American heron family. 

As the Tricolored’s name suggests, 
adults display a three-colored plum¬ 
age. Their head, neck, wings, back 
and tail are dark slate-blue, while 
their belly, rump and underwings are 
white. A line of white also runs from 
the chin to the foreneck. The third 
basic color, which is found on the 
neck, ranges from pale tawny to dark 
chestnut. The highly contrasting 
white underside is a key identifica¬ 
tion mark which is apparent through¬ 
out the year. 

A heron that may be seen in the 
company of Tricolored Herons is the 
rather shy Little Blue Heron. The 
Little Blue (which, by the way, does 
not grow up to be a Great Blue 
Heron—it is a separate species) is 
unique among the herons because 
the white plumage of the juvenile is 
so dramatically different from the 
adult plumage. Ornithologists once 
believed that the white juvenile was a 
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“Wurdemann’s” Heron, a rare color 
phase of the Great Blue, can be found 
in the Florida Keys. 


color phase of the adult bird. 

The plumage of mature Little Blue 
Herons is slate-blue to purple in 
color until the breeding season, 
when the feathers of the head and 
neck are tinted maroon and red. In 
addition to plumage changes, the 
legs of breeding birds turn from dull 
green to black. 

The white plumage of the juveniles 
is molted and replaced by adult 
plumage before spring. As the white 
feathers are replaced by slate-blue 
feathers, their plumage becomes a 
distinctive, piebald blue and white. 
This unique characteristic of the 
Little Blue Heron has earned it such 
colloquial names as the “calico 
heron,” “pied heron” and “spotted 
heron.” 

As their name suggests, the night- 
herons—the Black-crowned and 
Yellow-crowned—are active night 
feeders. Their loud, choking squawks 
often can be heard at dusk along the 
reedy fringe of a marshy creek or 
pond or as they fly overhead in twi¬ 
light. Night-herons are stocky birds 
with relatively short, thick legs and 
bill. When perched or standing, they 
exhibit a hunched posture. 

The adult Black-crowned Night- 
Heron sports a distinctive black cap 
and back; it has pale gray wings and 
whitish-colored underparts. Mature 
Yellow-crowned Night-Herons are 
gray-colored with a distinct black 


and white face. Their crown appears 
white, but often is shaded with 
yellow—as their name implies. 

Both night-heron species have 
intriguing long, white plumes that 
extend from the nape and resemble 
thin tassels when they are caught 
in a light wind. Immature birds of 
both species have brown-striated 
plumages. 

The American Bittern and Least 
Bittern, also members of the heron 
family, are very secretive and possess 
cryptically-colored plumage that 
renders them nearly invisible while 
haunting their favorite cattail 
| marshes. 

a Aptly named, the Least Bittern is 
| the smallest species in the heron 
£ family, standing about a foot in 
height. It is characterized by dark- 
colored crown, nape and back, and 
buff-colored wing patches. Least 
Bitterns are unique in this family 
because the plumage of males and 
females is sexually distinct. When 
the crown, nape and back plumage is 
black, you’re watching a male; but if 
this plumage is brown, it’s a female. 

The Least Bittern is similar in form 
and behavior to the American Bit¬ 
tern, which is two or three times 
larger. Both birds are retiring and are 
seldom seen in the open like other 
herons. In fact, these birds are so 
shy, so well-camouflaged and so 
adept at blending into the reeds and 
cattails of their marsh habitats, that 
sometimes they are thought to be 
rare or even absent in areas where 
they are actually quite common. 

The brown-colored American Bit¬ 
tern can be readily distinguished by 
a black triangular patch on either 
side of its neck, a characteristic 
unique among members of the heron 
family, and by its heavily streaked 
brown and white underparts. 

The American Bittern is more 
likely to be heard than seen. The 
booming sound of its voice can most 
often be heard coming from deep 
inside a swamp or marsh during 
spring and summer. The deep, 
hollow-sounding pump-er-lunk of the 
American Bittern is reminiscent of 
the sound of faulty plumbing. 


An adult Cattle Egret with rust- 
colored breeding plumage feeds its 
growing nestlings. 












The egrets are the “aristocracy” of 
the heron family. Although they are 
true herons, their name is derived 
from the French word aigrettes, 
which refers to the long plumes dis¬ 
played during the breeding season. 

Egrets are elegant birds with spot¬ 
less white plumage adorned with 
airy, waving plumes which bestow 
upon them a gentle, graceful manner 
during the mating season. Egrets are 
strikingly beautiful when outlined 
against a backdrop of dark green 
foliage or deep shadows or when 
clearly mirrored on the surface of a 
quiet pool. Airborne, they sail like 
white fleets of clouds cruising 


through blue skies. 

Identifying the Reddish Egret is 
sometimes tough, at best, because 
adults exhibit two color phases. The 
“normal” Reddish Egret is slaty-blue 
with rufous-colored head and neck. 
The white color phase resembles an 
immature Little Blue Heron, while 
the more common dark phase bears 
a resemblance to the adult Little Blue 
Heron. 

While the Reddish Egret is slightly 
larger, these two birds can best be 
distinguished by the colors of their 
bills. The Little Blue’s bill is pale blue 
tipped with black; the Reddish 
Egret’s bill is also black-tipped, but 



1 

I 

(Above): Tri-colored Herons are named for their slate-blue, brown and white 
plumage. They are found in the coastal marshes of the Atlantic and Gulf states. 
(Right): Searchingforfish and invertebrate prey, a Green-backed Heron stalks 
through shallow water along a riverbank. 
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the basal one-half to one-third of the 
bill is flesh-colored. 

T he six white herons—the 
Snowy Egret, Cattle Egret, the 
immature Little Blue Heron, 
the white-phase Reddish Egret, Great 
Egret and Great White Heron—can 
be distinguished from one another 
without too much difficulty. 

Cattle Egrets are the smallest of the 
six, just a bit larger than the Green¬ 
back Heron. Cattle Egrets have a 
yellow bill and legs until the breeding 
season when the legs turn reddish 
and the bill changes to red-orange. 
During the breeding season, adults 







can also be distinguished by rufous- 
tinged plumes on their crown, breast 
and back. 

Ascending in size, Snowy Egrets 
have a black bill and legs and bright 
yellow feet, except during the breed¬ 
ing season when their feet turn 
orange. 

Next in order of size is the im¬ 
mature Little Blue Heron with its pale 


The Great Egret is the largest of the 
egrets and rivals the Great Blue 
Heron in size. It can be distinguished 
from other large, white, heron-like 
birds by its glossy black legs and 
yellow bill. The Great Egret also has a 
barely discernible black line that 
extends from the gape of the mouth 
to well beyond the eye. 

Great White Herons can be dis- 


tered in great numbers by plume 
hunters during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 

While egrets took the brunt of the 
slaughter, by the middle of the nine¬ 
teenth century, untold numbers of 
adult egrets and herons were killed 
annually for their plumes. These 
birds and many other species were 
killed by gunners for the millinery 
itil after this practice was 
about 1905). 
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t, birds to wear. If it had 
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The egrets are the “aristocracy” of 
the heron family. Although they are 
true herons, their name is derived 
from the French word aigrettes, 
which refers to the long plumes dis¬ 
played during the breeding season. 

Egrets are elegant birds with spot¬ 
less white plumage adorned with 
airy, waving plumes which bestow 
upon them a gentle, graceful manner 
during the mating season, 
strikingly beautiful wher 
against a backdrop of c 
foliage or deep shadows 
clearly mirrored on the si 
quiet pool. Airborne, the 
white fleets of clouds 


through blue skies. 

Identifying the Reddish Egret is 
sometimes tough, at best, because 
adults exhibit two color phases. The 
“normal” Reddish Egret is slaty-blue 
with rufous-colored head and neck. 
The white color phase resembles an 
immature Little Blue Heron, while 
the more common dark phase bears 
e Blue 


the basal one-half to one-third of the 
bill is flesh-colored. 

T he six white herons—the 
Snowy Egret, Cattle Egret, the 
immature Little Blue Heron, 
the white-phase Reddish Egret, Great 
Egret and Great White Heron—can 
be distinguished from one another 
without too much difficulty. 
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can also be distinguished by rufous- 
tinged plumes on their crown, breast 
and back. 

Ascending in size, Snowy Egrets 
have a black bill and legs and bright 
yellow feet, except during the breed¬ 
ing season when their feet turn 
orange. 

Next in order of size is the im¬ 
mature Little Blue Heron with its pale 
yellow-green legs and black-tipped 
bluish bill. 

The white phase of the Reddish 
Egret is bigger than the Little Blue 
Heron. The base of the Reddish 
Egret’s bill is flesh-colored and its 
legs are black. 


The Great Egret is the largest of the 
egrets and rivals the Great Blue 
Heron in size. It can be distinguished 
from other large, white, heron-like 
birds by its glossy black legs and 
yellow bill. The Great Egret also has a 
barely discernible black line that 
extends from the gape of the mouth 
to well beyond the eye. 

Great White Herons can be dis¬ 
tinguished from Great Egrets by their 
yellow legs and feet. 

H owever similar or different 
they may look or behave, all 
herons and egrets share a 
common history. They were slaugh¬ 


tered in great numbers by plume 
hunters during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 

While egrets took the brunt of the 
slaughter, by the middle of the nine¬ 
teenth century, untold numbers of 
adult egrets and herons were killed 
annually for their plumes. These 
birds and many other species were 
killed by gunners for the millinery 
industry until after this practice was 
outlawed (about 1905). 

During the height of the plume 
trade, birds were for sale everywhere. 
Birds to eat, birds to wear. If it had 
feathers, the bird butchers could find 
a use for it. Feathers from warblers, 
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owls, woodpeckers, crows, black¬ 
birds and even the lowly House 
Sparrow adorned ladies’ hats. When 
this fashion was at its peak, a person 
taking a Sunday afternoon stroll in 
New York City might see 40 species 
of bird hats. Beaks, claws, bones, 
feathers, glass eyes —all were in 
fashion. 

But the plumes in greatest demand 
were those of the Snowy and Great 
egrets; the Snowy was preferred be¬ 
cause its plumes were softer and less 
rigid. The egrets’ airy nuptial plumage 
was once in such demand by mil¬ 
liners that in 1903, plume hunters 
were offered 32 dollars per ounce for 
the feathers, which made the plumes 
worth about twice their weight in 
gold. During the peak-demand years, 
five- to 20-million birds per year 
ended up on ladies’ hats! 

In his book, Life Histories of North 
American Marsh Birds, Alexander Bent 
reported on auctions held in 1902 at 
the London Commerical Sales Rooms. 
That year over one and one-half tons 
of heron plumes were sold. The 
actual weight of the plumes was 
48,240 ounces (3015 pounds). 

If we assume that the feathers from 
four birds equals about one ounce, 
this indicates that the feathers of 
nearly 200,000 birds were auctioned. 
Add to this the fact that as a result of 
this slaughter of breeding birds, 
400,000 to 600,000 eggs and young 
may have perished as well. And these 
are the records of only one of many 
auction companies selling plumes 
that year! 

By the early 1900s, the plume birds 
plunged to their lowest populations 
in the United States. Luckily, public 
concern for the birds mounted and 
market hunting was outlawed. In 
1900, the Lacy Act was passed to stop 
interstate traffic of birds killed in 
violation of state laws, which dealt a 
staggering blow to the millinery trade. 

The knockout punch came 10 
years later when the Bayne Law made 
it illegal to possess or sell wild bird 
plumage in New York, the center of 
the millinery industry. The Federal 
Tariff Act followed, outlawing the 
import of bird skins or plumes ex¬ 
cept for scientific or educational 
purposes. 

In response to the public concern 
generated over the slaughter of the 
plume birds, the National Audubon 
Society was founded. In recognition 
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Least Bitterns are usually so secretive 
that they are rarefy seen or 
photographed. 


of this fact, the society selected the 
Great Egret as its symbol. 

Today all members of the heron 
family are protected by federal and 
state laws. Populations of herons and 
egrets have largely recovered since 
the dark decades of the turn of the 
century, but not to their original 
numbers. Due to the loss of great 
tracts of natural habitat to commer¬ 
cial development over the past cen¬ 
tury, it is doubtful that the plume 
birds will ever regain their former 
abundance. 

Wherever you call home and what¬ 
ever they may be—herons, egrets or 
bitterns—the members of the heron 
tribe are fun to watch whether they 
are preening, loafing or hunting. 
Sharpen your eyes and ears, and get 
out and experience the 
charisma and 
attractiveness of 
these avian exotica. 

Kim Harris is an Assistant Professor in the 
College of Agriculture at Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale. He lives in Murphys- 
boro, Illinois. 



More Tips For 
Identifying Herons 

The obvious differences in size 
and plumage can best be used to 
identify most herons. However, the 
complexity of heron identification is 
compounded by adult and juvenile 
plumages, seasonal variations in 
plumage color, color phases and the 
color of the legs, feet, lores and bill. 

In many species the plumage at¬ 
tained during the breeding period is 
distinctive and can vary considerably 
between species. Specialized breed¬ 
ing plumes on the head, breast and 
back are often acquired during the 
prenuptial molt before breeding takes 
place. These plumes can be useful 
for identifying some birds. For 
example, in breeding condition the 
white plumes on the head, neck and 
back of the Snowy Egret are very 
conspicuous and help distinguish 
this white egret from other white 
species of herons. 

Plumage can change in other ways 
during the breeding season in some 
herons. An excellent example is the 
Cattle Egret, which is white when not 
breeding. During the breeding sea¬ 
son, however, both sexes show 
changes in color as rufous-buff 
plumes develop on the crown, nape, 
lower foreneck and mantle. 

Adding to the color diversity and 
aiding the identification of herons are 
the so-called soft parts or bare 
parts—the skin on the lores, legs and 
feet, and around the eyes. During the 
breeding season, the color of these 
featherless parts may vary in hue and 
intensity, taking on various shades of 
pink, red, orange, green and blue, 
depending on the species. 

For instance, the normally dull, 
yellow-green lores of the Great Egret 
become a brighter green during 
courtship and nesting. The variety of 
color in soft parts can be of special 
use for helping to identify herons, 
especially white species. 

Bill color also can undergo sea¬ 
sonal variation. Such changes us¬ 
ually occur gradually from one end 
of the bill to the other. In species with 
bills that change from yellow to red, 
such as the Cattle Egret, the bill 
begins turning red from the base to 
the tip. The reverse sequence of 
color change occurs in species with 
yellow bills that turn black. 

Ultimately, when trying to identify 
herons it is best to rely on a combina¬ 
tion of size, plumage color and pat¬ 
tern, coloration of soft parts and bill 
color to distinguish one species from 
another. While noting these charac¬ 
teristics, keep the seasonal stages 
and distinctions within and among 
species in mind. 

For an authoritative book about 
herons refer to The Heron Handbook 
by James Hancock and James 
Kushlan (Harper and Row, 1984). 















Birder’s Emporium 



Pendant Shot 


Put A Loon 
Close To Your Heart 

Handcrafted in 14K Gold 

14K Pendant $125.00 
14K Tie Tack $135.00 
14K Stick Pin $145.00 
Sterling Pendant $40.00 


Birds bathe in different ways. Be¬ 
cause it lives in arid areas, the 
Wren tit uses dew from plants to 
dampen its feathers. Swifts and 
swallows are known for dipping 
into pools of water while in flight, 
as are the flycatchers. Woodpeckers 
and nuthatches simply wait for a 
rain and extend their feathers. 


r ADORABLE ANIMAL \ 

RUBBER STAMPS! 

GIANT CATALOG FEATURING 
OVER 1000 DESIGNS! 



SEND S3.00 FOR CATALOG TO. 

(REFUNDABLE WITH MINIMUM ORDER) 

CRITTER PRINTS 
P.O. BOX 630 DEPT WB 
NEWPORT, WA 99156-0630 



LINK 

Binocular and Camera Strap tm 

• No weight on neck 

• No scratched equipment 

• Cut down on swaying 
•Adjustable 



Announcing our 1991 Birding Tours at 
Mount St. Benedict's Guesthouse in 
Trinidad. Optional extension to 
Tobago. Reasonable 8 day package 
includes airport transfers, accom¬ 
modations, all meals, staff gratuities, 
6 all day field trips with transportation 
and local naturalist. RT air transporta¬ 
tion on BWIA from US or Canada. 
Other tours to Jamaica and Costa 
Rica. Details: 


WONDER BIRD TOURS INC. 

200 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1501 WB, NYC, NY 10010 
212-727-0780.212-645-0400 



DAKOTA QUALITY 
BIRD FOOD 

Enjoy the Convenience of 
Bird Seed Delivered To Your 
Door Buy Direct & Save — 
Prices Include UPS Delivery 

Request Our 

Complete Catalog— FREE! 

10# Niger Thistle.$16.95 

25# Sunflower Harts Medium_$24.85 

25# Sunflower Harts Fine. $22.95 

30# Sm. Black Sunflower Seeds .. $22.50 

30# Striped Sunflowers. 

25# Wild Bird Mix.$18.95 

10# Royal Finch Mix.$13.50 

25# Safflower.$25.00 

Send Check or Money Order to: 
D.Q.B.F. 

Box 3084, Fargo, ND 58108 
Visa, Discover, or 
MasterCard Accepted 

Toll Free 
1 - 800 - 356-9220 















































































Birder's Emporium 



Natural Birdhouses 

of weathered White Pine 
and bark slabs 
Bluebird • Tree Swallow 
Chickadee • Wren 
Models sized by species 
Log front flips out 
for cleaning 
$18 each 

Plus $3.00 handling charge 

BPS l! 

Country Ecology 

P.O. Box 59 WB, Center Sandwich, NH 03227 
Tel. 603-447-5654 
Dealer Inquiries In vited 


DROLL YANKEES, INC. 


SUPER 
YANKEE 
FEEDER 

The two seed trays are movable to regulate 
the flow of seed. Can accommodate any 
type of seed from giant sunflower 
to thistle seed. 

SYA . 1 qt. capacity. $28.50 

SYB . 2V4 qt. capacity . $51.00 

Three year guarantee. Made in U.S.A. 

PPM 

P.O. Box 1221 • Mansfield, OH 44901 
1-800-722-6115 

Add $2.50 for shipping & handling. VISA/MASTERCARD 


BIRD BOOKS 

Quality Reprint 
Eagles, Hawks & Falcons 
of the World 
$62.45 Postpaid 

Patricia Ledlie Bookseller, Inc. 

Natural History Books 
One Bean Rd., P.O. Box 90 Dept. WB5 
Buckfield, ME 04220 
(207) 336-2778 


Herb Koehler - Owner 


GSP® Bird Feeder 

guaranteed squirrel proof 
Extra large - holds over 
1-1/2 gals, seed 

Restricts pigeons, 
grackels, etc. 


ivery on RocSports, ProWalkers, Avia, 
New Balance, Converse, Soft Spots, 
Easy Spirit, Reebok and Propet. 
.'V, Send for Free Catalog 

OKUN BROS. SHOES 
356 E. South Street we 



GRANDPA 
DAN'S 

OLD 

FASHIONED HI 

_ •Feeders 

/ • Nest Boxes 

\ / • Platforms 

L -~ r . Seed 

For Small Feeder send $19.50 plus $3.50 

Postage and Handling or write for free 
brochure to: 

"Country Birds" P. O. Box 649 WB 
Hudson, MA. 01749 

MASS RESIDENTS ADD 5* SALES TAX 



°Wil(f cBir(f ffoodC 


Direct from the farm to you 

50# Sunflowers (Black oil).$17.00 

25# Sunflowers (Black oil).$ 9.00 

50# Birdmix (No Corn).$10.75 

50# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.).$ 8.75 

20# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.).$ 4.00 

20# Birdmix (No Corn).$ 4.80 

25# Sunflower Hearts.$13.00 

10# Niger (2# Bags).$11.00 


All orders over 100 lbs. 
receive 5% discount. 

Prices do not include shipping. 
Request for complete price list is 


BILL CHANDLER FARMS 

R.R. 2 WB, Noble. IL 62868 

800-752 -BIRD DeptWB 












































































Birder's Emporium 


GIVE A WILD BIRD 
A HOME TO LOVE 


The Bird Cottage 

Natural Terra-Cotta 
resists the elements 




81/2" high 
8" wide 
5“ deep 
1 5/8" perch 


Item # WB990 

The perch is included in the low price of 
$14.95 + $2.50 postage & handling. 
Visa, Master Charge, Check or Money Order 

Mail payment and UPS shipping address to: 

St. Pete Pottery 

680 30th Street South DeptWB 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 

Credit card orders & inquiries call: 

(813) 321-4129 
FAX# (813) 327-4431 

Distributor/Dealer inquiries invited 
Allow 4 weeks for delivery 


f For the 

Birds 



Complete Line Of Quality 

WILD BIRD FEED 
and FEEDERS 

f? 



CALL OR WRITE 
FOR A FREE 
BROCHURE 


3913 14th Avenue 
Rock Island, IL 61201 

Phone: 309-793-4020 

Everything for the 
Wild Bird Enthusiast! 



Bower Manufacturing has been in the bird 
feeding business for over 30 years, setting the 
standard of quality and excellence that others 
follow. The combination of rugged cast 
aluminum and glass globes produce the 
strongest, most durable feeders which stand up 
to harsh weather and pesky squirrels. 
Pictured is the selected feeder of the month. 
This is only one of the many quality feeders and 
accessories which carry the Bower name. For 
the dealer nearest you, write or call us at (616) 
695-1227. Dealer inquiries welcome. 


bower' 

MANUFACTURING 




ETCHINGS IN 
PURE CRYSTALLINE 
CULTURED MARBLE 

CHICKADEE: 4"x 6"oval w/base.$14.95 

On 5"x 7" mat w/wood frame.24.00 

As lid on 4"x 6"marble box.24.95 

(Add $3.00 shipping for each) 
HUMMINGBIRD: 2"x1 'A "PIN or MAGNET 
$4.95 Color choice: pink, blue or green 
(Add $2.00 for shipping) 

VisafMC/Money order 
NY State residents add 7% Sales Tax 
DESIGNS IN NATURE 
117 Olmsted Place-Dept. WB 
Syracuse, NY 13219 

315-488-6998 Catalog $1.00 

Wildlife etchings in marble-in color 


Where to Find Your Special Puppy 


DewaS 


If you’re thinking about sharing your home 
with a special canine companion, discover 
DOGS USA . . . the complete annual guide 
for dog lovers everywhere. 


Published once each year, DOGS USA brings 
you a world of practical information—almost an 
encyclopedia of dogs. It’s a vital reference every 
dog owner should have. 


DOGS USA helps you select the right breed, and 
the right breeder. Our Gallery of Breeds is a show¬ 
case of purebred dogs, and gives you a wonder¬ 
ful glimpse at a wide variety of dogs from around 
the world. 


An extensive Directory of Breeders puts you in 
touch with top breeders in your home town and 
across the country. Clubs, kennels, trainers, 
special services and more! 

DOGS USA will make every moment you spend 
with your dog rewarding and special. Rich in color 
photographs, helpful and informative articles, 
short stories and pet care tips, you'll want to keep 
and refer to it over and over throughout the year. 


Return the love your pet deserves. Order the 1990 
DOGS USA today, and gain a new understanding 
and appreciation for man's best friend. 


Order now 

your 1990 copy of DOGS USA 
—only $5.95, plus 
$1.55 shipping and handling. 

(California residents add 6%% sales tax.) 

And while the idea is fresh, why not order extra 
copies for others you know who love dogs? 
DOGS USA makes an excellent gift that will be 
appreciated all year long! Send your order and 
payment to: DOGS USA 

Dept. SLJ0 ,P.O. Box 6040, Mission Viejo, CA 92690 
Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. 





























Birder s Emporium 


Bring the Islands home with 

Ktam 

Magazine 

Still planning that dream 
vacation to Hawaii? Already 
visited the Islands and long 
to return? Or is this tropical 
paradise your home? 


If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, then you’ll 
want to receive each and every issue of Hawaii Magazine. 

• Get to the heart of Hawaii—its native languages, dances, folklore, arts 
and crafts. • Know the facts on best vacation buys and what to look for in 
package tours. • Keep up-to-date with the special events calendar. 

• Review a different restaurant in each issue and tease your tastebuds 
with Hawaiian cuisine. • Save time and money—plan ahead with our 
helpful hints. • Enjoy beautiful pictures and breathtaking landscapes. 
And much, much more! 


Save 49% off newsstand rates: 


$8.99—6 bimonthly issues 

(save $8.71 off newsstand price) 

or Save even more: 
$17.97—12 bimonthly issues 

(save $17.43 off newsstand pride) 




yp Ayers 
[JT Pottery 

"T* J Stoneware 

J « Bird Feeder 

tjr- ' Squirrel (AA 
Resistant V^X 
•2 Styles tU 

308 N. Third • Hannibal, MO 
(314) 221-6960 



MAKE PROTECTING THE 

ENVIRONMENT YOUR JOB 

Specializing in environmental & natural resource 
vacancies nationwide. Two issues per month list 
opportunities from private, local, state, and federal 
employers. A 6 issue trial subscription is only $19.50. 
Subscribe today! Send check7money order to: 

The Job Seeker 

Dept WB, Rt 2 Box IS. Wanens, Wl 54666 



HANDCRAFTED BIRD ORNAMENTS 

Plf»| 

Exquisite Detail, 
Approximately 3" 

Chickadee • Goldfinch 

Mallard • Bluejay • Owl • Goose 
Cardinal • Loon • Puffin 
$15.00each postpaid 

DUCK TRAP BAY TRADING CO. 

28 Bay view St., Dept. WB 
Camden, ME 04843 • 207-236-9568 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


SAY YOU 
SAWITIN 


YOUR GUARANTEE 

If, for any reason, you are not satisfied with Hawaii Magazine, your money will be refunded 
on all unmailed issues. 


-Mail No-Risk Coupon Today- 

HAWAII Magazine 

Subscription Dept. ALJO 

P.O. Box 485, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0485 

YES, please enter my order as follows: 

□ $8.99—6 bimonthly issues □ $17.97—12 bimonthly issues 



(Save $8.71 off newsstand price) (Save $17.43 off newsstand price) 

(Canada add $4 postage per 6 issue order; Foreign add $8. International money order, please.) 

□ $_enclosed □ Bill me (U.S. and Canada only) 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City/State_Zip_ 

Gift to_ 

| Address__ 

j City/State/Zip_ 

Please allow 10-12 weeks for delivery to begin. 


il-Liii 


SEASONAL SPECIAL 

A deluxe log cabin bird- 
house, converts to large 
feeder. Made to last with,4 
10 steel rods, real logs 
coated in polyurethane, 

transluscent windows, ._____ 

ready to hang or mount, comes with official warranty. 
Free brochure-free shipping; large house or feeder 
$49.95, Wren/Chickadee house $16.95, complete cabin 
post light $49.95 

Send check or money order to: 
Sugarfands Industries 

P.O. Box 256W . Parsons, WV 26287 

Phone (304) 478-2648 -7:00 am. to 4:00 pjn. (Mon.-Rt.) 


























































Fledgling Territory 


Make A Bird Scrapbook 
Or Bird File 

• To make a scrapbook, you will need paper, a pen 
or pencil, paste, some stiff paper for the cover (like 
colored construction paper or poster board) and 
some yarn or string to thread it together. 

• For a bird file, you will need index cards (4 inches 
by 6 inches would be best), a shoe box, a pen or 
pencil and some paste. 

Start by saving old magazines. Your parents and 
friends might give you some, but be sure to ask if it 
is OK to cut them up. 

Look for pictures of birds, cut them out and 
paste them on a page or card. Under the picture 
write what kind of bird it is, where it lives and 
anything else you know about it. 

If it is a bird you have seen, make a check mark 
by it. You might even write when and where you 
saw it. 

If you are making a scrapbook, use the heavy 
paper to make a cover. Maybe you’d like to 
decorate it. Then punch two holes in the left edges 
of both your bird pages and your cover. Tie the 
pages and cover together with the yarn or string. 



your cards in the shoe box. If you want to, you can 
divide the birds into groups, perhaps by color or by 
habitat. You decide. 

Happy birding! 


Circle the swallows’ names: 
BANK, BARN, CAVE, CLIFF, 
PURPLE MARTIN, ROUGH¬ 
WINGED, TREE, VIOLET- 
GREEN. 

AJRSI UFOBXMK 
CLKDWBTI RWFH 
RUDQVASESF RV 
El ENJNLHI EFI 
J FGQUKVLPGTO 
SBNPYHCUOEVL 
DTI NSMTNUWAE 
KHWGRWGBCZST 
ONHZEALKALYG 
ZSGLXCBHDEJ R 
I MUBQWYOXEI E 
BQOCYGNI CRAE 
PURPLEMARTI N 
FMEKPCVDJ OBG 
VDAFLEXOMAPW 



Drawing by Mark Isit 
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Swallows And Their Food 


W herever you live in North 
America, swallows may be 
nearby. Eight different species of 
swallows live in North America: the 
Barn Swallow, Tree Swallow, Violet- 
green Swallow, Bank Swallow, North¬ 
ern Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow and the Cave Swallow. But 
wait, that’s only seven! The eighth 
one is the Purple Martin. Yes, the 
martin is a swallow, too. 

Swallows love to eat insects! They 
catch their buggy dinners as they fly 
through the air. Their short, broad 
and flattened bills are perfect for 
scooping up mosquitos, gnats and 
other flying insects. Once in a while 
certain swallows, like the Tree Swal¬ 
low, will eat berries. When winter 


comes and the insects are gone, swal¬ 
lows fly thousands of miles to a warm 
country to find their food. 

Look in your field guide for pic¬ 
tures of swallows. Then watch for 
them lined up on wires or flying 
above farms, fields, rivers or ponds. 
You should see them in the spring 
and summer months. Can you tell 
what kind they are? 

Draw a picture of a swallow or 
write a story about swallows. Send it 
to Wild Bird-Fledgling, P.O. Box 838, 
Payson, AZ 85547. (Note to big peo¬ 
ple: paper should be no larger than 
8% x 11 inches and your child’s 
name should be printed on the back. 
If you want it returned, include a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope.) 



Sometimes colorful Bam Swallows do 
nest in bams, but they also build nests 
under bridges and in culverts, the 
pipe-like drains found under roads 
and railroad tracks. 


I wish I were a bird because I 
could fly, but it would be scary. I 
wouldn’t want to be a bird be¬ 
cause I don’t want to eat a worm 
or I wouldn’t want to be shot 
down by hunters. 

—Jamie Peace 

Birds are pretty. I love blue birds. 
Do you like them? Or do you hate 
them? They’re my favorite. Birds 
eat worms. Birds eat butterflys 
too. But not every kind of butter¬ 
fly. Birds have hard-shell eggs. 

—Evelyn Elain Ketchem 


I like birds a lot. I would like to 
have a bird. One day I was driving 
to Pine and a blak bird almost 
landed on our car. 

—Thomas Patrick Kane 
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Enjoy the Best of Birding With 
WildBird Magazine 


Whether you are an avid field 
birder, a garden birdwatcher or a 
person who simply loves the beauty 
of nature, you’ll find a wealth of 
enjoyment in every information- 
packed issue of WildBird Magazine. 

Lavishly illustrated with colorful photos and art, 
WildBird takes you on a guided tour of the American 
birding scene. 

• Discover “must see” top birding hotspots 

• Take an in-depth look at fascinating bird species 

• Get tips on attracting and feeding birds in your own 
backyard 

• Find out about unusual sightings by other readers 

• Learn how to photograph birds like a pro 

• Keep up-to-date on efforts to save endangered 
species 

• Get field test reports on the newest birding equip¬ 
ment and much more! 

Subscribe now and have WildBird delivered to your 
home at these low rates: 



Your Guarantee 

You must be fully satisfied with WildBird Magazine 
or money for all unmailed issues will be refunded at 
your request. 



1 Year (12 Issues) 
for only $21.97 

Or order 2 years 
for only $36 and 
save 40% Off 
the newsstand 
price! 






r-MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY- 

I WildBird Subscription Dept. 

I P.O. Box 483, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0483 

[ Yes, please send me WildBird every month: 

I □ 1 Year (12 issues) for $21.97 (Save $8.00 off the newsstand cost) 

I □ 2 Years (24 issues) for $36.00 (Save $24.00 off the newsstand price) 
8 □ Payment enclosed □ Bill me (U.s. and Canada only) 

(Canada add $4 postage per year; other countries add $8 postage per year. 

,, International money order, please.) 

| □ Enter my order as □ New □ Renewal 


Address 


City/State_ Zip_ 

Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery to begin. ADO 
























All Things New and Necessary 




Duncraft, 

Squirrel Spooker Pole 

Duncraft has a device made for dis¬ 
couraging the clever, persistent squirrel: 
the Squirrel Spooker. When a squirrel 
grasps the movable sleeve on the pole, 
its weight causes the sleeve to slide 
down. The animal loses footing and 
jumps off unharmed, while the sleeve 
returns to its original position auto¬ 
matically by means of an interior 
counterweight system. The “Spooker” 
is a six-foot high sectional pole. All 
flat-bottom wooden feeders can be 
mounted. Included are adaptor 
mounting-threads suitable for some 
Duncraft Classic Tube Feeders and also 
two Droll Yankees. Suggested retail 
selling price of No. 455 Spooker Pole: 
$21.95. Optional accessories are avail¬ 
able for additional charges. Contact: 
Duncraft, Dept. WB, Penacook, New 
Hampshire 03303-9020; 24-hour tele¬ 
phone ordering: (603) 224-0200. 


Rubbermaid Incorporated, 

The Squirrel Guard 

The Squirrel Guard, by Rubbermaid 
Specialty Products Division, helps pro¬ 
tect bird feeders from squirrels and 
other poachers. Constructed of high- 
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impact plastic, the weather resistant 
guard won’t rust, resists scratches and 
dents and the neutral gray color is 
molded-in to last for years. When the 
squirrel guard is hung above a bird 
feeder, the animal’s weight and the 
guard’s slippery, convex top shape and 
surface causes the Squirrel Guard to tilt 
and the animal to slide off. When post- 
mounted below a bird feeder, the extra- 
wide, concave bottom shape becomes 
an impassable obstacle. Suggested re¬ 
tail selling price, feeder not included: 
$15.00. Rubbermaid products are avail¬ 
able at a variety of stores. Tell them that 
you learned about the Squirrel Guard in 
WildBird Magazine. For more informa¬ 
tion contact: Ferenc M. Relle, Jr. at (216) 
669-9000 or Lisa Winston at (716) 
442-9030. 


Graham Carlson Co., Inc. 

Hylarious Squirrel Proof Birdfeeder 

Graham Carlson Co., Inc., has available 
a “Hylarious Squirrel Proof Birdfeeder." 
The Hylarious is made of sturdy steel, 
anti-corrosion treated and painted to 
simulate redwood. It is also available in a 
soft beige color. It has a bottom baffle to 
facilitate seed flow and drain water that 
may have blown in during a storm. It 
holds 2V« gallons of bird food. When a 
squirrel is on the platform, both the plat¬ 
form and metal screen rotate on nylon 
bearings, closing off the feed opening. 
Any 2-inch by 2-inch, or 2-inch by 4- 
inch wooden post will accommodate 


the Hylarious Feeder. For installation 
when the ground is frozen, or to provide 
a portable stand so that the feeder can 
be moved about, Graham Carlson Co., 
Inc., has designed a special portable 
stand kit. Hylarious Feeder No. 101, 
postpaid UPS: $55.95; Feeder stand kit 
No. 102, postpaid UPS: $27.95. The 
Hylarious is shipped to all points serv¬ 
iced by UPS unless Parcel Post is specif¬ 
ically requested. Contact: Graham 
Carson Co., Inc. Hylarious Div., Box 
10571, Dept. WB, White Bear Lake, 
Minnesota 55110; (612) 426-4015. 


Vari-Crafts, Inc., 

Squirrel Proof Mixed Seed Feeder, 
VCSP-2M 

Vari-Crafts, Inc., Squirrel Proof Mixed 
Seed Feeder features a tube that is one- 


















quarter-inch thick Polyvinyl Chloride 
and Cordovan baked aluminum roof 
and base. The six Lexan seed ports have 
full stainless steel squirrel guards to 
protect them. The VCSP-2M is 3'A inches 
by 20 inches and holds three pounds of 
seed. The Squirrel Proof Mixed Seed 
Feeder, VCSP-2M, at $34.95, comes 
fully assembled, ready to be hung or 
post-mounted. It can be completely dis¬ 
assembled for cleaning using a screw¬ 
driver only. Contact Vari-Crafts, P.O. 
Box 34, Dept. WB, Mount Arlington, 
New Jersey 97856; (201) 398-8880. 



Aspects, Inc., 

Squirrel Guard 

Aspects,Inc. has available a Squirrel 
Guard with a unique shape that puts a 
halt to the raids on well-stocked bird 
feeders. The Squirrel Guard is made of 
aluminum and fits any birdfeeder pole 
that is 'A inch in diameter. There is a 
black rubber stopper ball that slides 
onto the pole and holds the Squirrel 
Guard in place. Suggested retail price of 
the Squirrel Guard and replaceable 
rubber stopper ball, No. 015, is $16.50. 
Contact: Aspects, Inc., 245 Child Street, 
Dept. WB, Warren, Rhode Island 02885; 
(401) 247-1854. 


Wildwood Farms, Inc., 
Combination Silhouette Squirrel Feeder 

Wildwood Farms, Inc. has done research 
that indicates a Squirrel Feeder is an 
alternative to baffles, deterring the 
squirrels from bird feeders. A well-fed 
squirrel is a satisfied squirrel. The 
Combination Silhouette Squirrel Feeder, 
No. 02120, comes complete with a 12- 
ounce shatterproof jar of “Paw Lick’n 
Good” Wildlife Peanut Butter. The 
Peanut Butter retaining pins can also be 



used for feeding two ears of Corn on the 
Cob (corn not included). The Combina¬ 
tion Silhouette Squirrel Feeder is hand¬ 
crafted of cedar and is easily mounted 
on a tree or post. Suggested retail price 
of the Combination Silhouette Squirrel 
Feeder No. 02320, is $19.99 for each 
unit. Replacement Peanut Butter No. 
01050, a case of twelve 12-ounce jars is 
$41.00. Corn on the Cob No. 01010, a 
case of six 6.5-pound bags is $35.00. 
Contact: Wildwood Farms, Inc., P.O. 
Box 128, Dept. WB, Thomson, Illinois 
61285; (815) 273-3078. 


Audubon Workshop, 

The Corn Grabber 

Audubon Workshop has an idea that 
helps lure squirrels away from bird 


Chicago Review Press, Inc. 

Outwitting Squirrels 

Chicago Review Press, Inc. has a book 
that is billed as a “defense manual for 
besieged feeders of birds.” Outwitting 
Squirrels is humorous while being in¬ 
formative. Author Bill Adler, Jr., writes 
about tales of “squirrel adventures and 
misadventures,” as he searches for the 
elusive “perfect” bird feeder. A chapter 
is included on squirrel behavior and 
preferences. Outwitting Squirrels’ chief 
emphasis, however, is on ways to dis¬ 
courage the misappropriation of seed 
from your bird feeder by squirrels. The 
price is $8.95, with a $2.50 shipping and 
handling charge. Contact: Chicago Re¬ 
view Press, Inc., Independent Publishers 
Group, 814 N. Franklin Street, Dept. WB, 
Chicago, Illinois 60610; (312) 337-0747. 
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feeders—The Corn Grabber. Hang The 
Corn Grabber from a tree limb and 
watch the squirrels go after the corn 
while they leave your other seed offer¬ 
ings for the birds. The squirrels jump, 
swing, hang upside down, pull the chain 
up to themselves and fight for turns. The 
chain is 3'A feet long. A 2-inch lag bolt 
for attaching corn and a "S” hook for 
attaching the chain to the tree branch 
are also included. Twelve pounds of 
corn (approximately 12 ears) are in¬ 
cluded. The Corn Grabber and Corn 
No. 2178 is $11.95. Contact: Audubon 
Workshop, 1501 Paddock Drive, Dept. 
WB, Northbrook, Illinois 60062; (312) 
729-6660. 


















WB Classified 


AVIAN ART 


SONGBIRD PRINTS BY Marvin J. Fryer, 
wildlife artist. Beautiful s/n limited edi¬ 
tion print, $20; framed $40 to $50 (origi¬ 
nals $250, orders only). Send for flyer. 
WILDLIFE CARVINGS AND ILLUSTRA¬ 
TIONS, P.O. Box 1094, College Park, MD 
20740. 990 


EIGHT EXQUISITE handcrafted wildlife 
notes. $3.95 ppd. Send large SASE for 
free wildlife brochure. Gift ideas under 
$10. STAMP ACT, 1199 Longpoint Rd., 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. 4TF 


UNIQUE GIFTS FOR BIRDERS. Welcome 
slates, pillows and totes in a variety of 
colorful bird designs. Send SASE for free 
catalog. CAPE COD STENCIL, Box 249, 
Dept. W, W. Barnstable, MA 02668. 

4/990 


BALD EAGLE NOTE CARDS on recycled 
paper. Beautiful artwork. 210 N. Madison, 
Dept. WB, Monrovia, CA 91016; (800) 525- 
8191 (California: 818-301-0950). 7/1190 


EXTINCT, ENDANGERED AND PREHIS¬ 
TORIC birds. Unique, colorful 8x10 origi¬ 
nal paintings by artist David Hoffman. 
Send SASE for brochure. DAVID 
HOFFMAN ORIGINALS, 378 Finley Rd., 
Ballston Spa, New York 12020. 8/1090 



HOUSES, PLATFORMS, BOXES, 
SHELVES. 26 nesting sites. Each design 
for particular bird. Also winter roosts. 
Informative catalog. VISA/MC. WILDLIFE 
STUDIO, WBG, 7 Patten Rd., Bedford, NH 
03102; (603) 668-8979. 1/1290 


NESTING SITES NEEDED for endangered 
Bluebird. Plans available for inexpensive, 
high-quality, easy-to-build Bluebird 
house. Great group project or gift for a 
friend. Send SASE and $3 to GREAT 
LAKES BIRD HOUSES, P.O. Box 515, 
Rockford, Ml 49341. 9/1090 


BIRD FEEDERS AND HOUSES. Quality 
handcrafted. All natural red cedar con¬ 
struction. Designed and built for years of 
enjoyment. Satisfaction guaranteed. Free 


catalog. THE BIRD CATERERS, P.O. Box 
394, Hustisford, Wl 53034-0394. 9/1090 


BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


FREE CATALOG OF unique birdhouses, 
bat-house, birder’s supplies, wildbird art 
and note cards, strap-pal, and gifts. 
KEMPF’S, P.O. Box 504, Woonsocket, SD 
57385. 7TF 


FREE LIST and literature, quality optics. 
Binoculars and spotting scopes. Com¬ 
plete line of Zeiss, Swarovski, Bausch & 
Lomb, Bushnell, Swift, Leupold and 
Fuginon. Experienced consultant. Imme¬ 
diate shipping. 50th year. WENTLING’S, 
P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 17033; (717) 
533-2468. 10TF 


ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 


BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE. 
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align¬ 
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colli¬ 
mator. Free catalog and our article Know 
Your Binoculars published in Audubon 
magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL CO., INC., 
331 Mansion St., W. Coxsackie, NY 12192; 
(518)731-2610. 11/1090 


BIRDER’S BINOCULARS! These 7x35 
prismatic binoculars feature smooth 
center focusing, soft rubber eye cups 
and carrying case. Only $34.95. Satisfac¬ 
tion guaranteed! CARDINAL GIFT SHOP, 
306 W. Johnson, Cary, NC 27513. 

8/1090 


BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and natural history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, Dept. WB, 6204 N. Vermont, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112. 12TF 


LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY. Wildflow- 
ers, birds, gardens, stars, nature deliv¬ 
ered to your mailbox monthly. Warm and 
homey. Send $1 for three-month trial. $10 
per year. LETTER, P.O. Box 237, Walnut- 
port, PA 18088. 8TF 


QUICK INDEX to Peterson’s A Field Guide 
To The Birds-East; Peterson’s A Field 
Guide To The Birds-West (1990 Edition); 
National Geographic Society Field Guide 
To The Birds Of North America ; Golden 
Guide To Field Identification Birds Of 
North America. Peel and stick label. Bird 


WILDBIRD CLASSIFIED 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


Telephone: (714) 855-8822 
FAX: (714) 855-3045 


Yes, I want to be known! Please publish my ad_times. I understand that classi¬ 
fied ads must be paid in advance (MC/VISA accepted), so enclosed is $_for 

-words at 400 per word, times the number of insertions ($8 minimum per inser¬ 
tion). P.O. Box, telephone number and state/zip equal one word each. 


The editor reserves the right to make stylistic changes. Type or print clearly. 
SAMPLE AD 

WE LOVE BIRDING! Learn about equipment , books , tours and birds . BIRDING BULLETIN . 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

P.O. Box 999 , Rt. 3 , W. 5th Ave. , Anytown , USA 10000 ; (123) 456-7890 . 


15 16 17 


Heading: _ 


(The following foi 

Name _ 


City/State/Zip _ 

Telephone No. (_) 

□ MC □ VISA # _ 
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“ I hate your ‘Earlier Than Thou’ attitude.” 


identification becomes easier with quick 
reference attached to book cover. $2.00 
each ppd. Illinois residents add 14c tax 
per index. BIRDER’S CONNECTION, 2521 
College Rd., Downers Grove, IL 60516. 

990 


THE PET BOOKSHOP OFFERS: Bird 
Watch, a young person’s introduction to 
birding, MacPherson, $9.95; Wildfowl of 
the World, Soothill & Whitehead, $17.95; 
Wading Birds of the World, Eric & Rich¬ 
ard Soothill, $19.95; The Peregrine Fal¬ 
con, Derek Ratcliff, $42.50. We carry dog, 
cat, bird, fish, reptile, horse, scientific 
and technical books, etc. Call or write 
P.O. Box 507, Dept. WB, Oyster Bay, NY 
11771; (516) 922-1169. 12TF 


FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS for birders. 
Hard-to-find classics by Audubon, Phil¬ 
lips, others. Bent Life History series, 
Borror bird-song cassettes, bird identifi¬ 
cation posters, much more. Write DOVER 
PUBLICATIONS, Dept. A286, 31 E. 2nd 
St., Mineola, NY 11501. 7/1290 


NEWSLETTER: FOR BIRDERS with spe¬ 
cial interest in Texas birds. For full year’s 
subscription, send $8 to PENFEATHERS, 
P.O. Box 38157, Dept. WB, Houston, TX 
77238-8157. 7/1290 


COMPLETE BIRDS OF THE WORLD. 704 
pages, 563 color illustrations, $69.95. 
More great titles, membership discounts. 
Free catalog with membership informa¬ 
tion. OWL AND OAK BOOK SHOP, Dept. 
WB, P.O. Box 222, Groton, NY 13073. 

990 


FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. Fin- 
est-quality feeders ever designed. Engi¬ 
neered to last a lifetime. You will never 
have to worry about squirrels destroying 
your feeder again. The last feeder your 
birds will ever need. Write for catalog. 
WILDLIFE PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494. 10TF 


FEEDERS, NESTING BOXES. Hand¬ 
crafted of natural cork bark from Portu¬ 
gal. Field-tested for years of birding en¬ 
joyment. Most unique birding item on the 
market. CHESAPEAKE CREATIVE ARTS, 
P.O. Box 444-W, Riderwood, MD 21139; 
(301) 296-3204. 5TF 


FREE CATALOG: Top-quality wild bird 
products, birdhouses, bird feeders, bird 
seed, t-shirts, etc. Everything guaran¬ 
teed, gift-wrapping available! SERYS 
CREATIONS, 2433 S. 74th St., Dept. WB, 
W. Allis, Wl 53219. 8/1290 


GUIDED TOURS 


NEW MEXICO. Guided birding tours, three 
home-cooked meals daily. BEAR MOUN¬ 
TAIN GUEST RANCH, Silver City, NM 
88061; (505) 538-2538. TF 


RAPTOURS. Birding tours emphasizing 
birds of prey and raptor workshops led 
by Bill Clark. For 1990 schedule and in¬ 
formation on Israel, Spain and Ecuador 
tours, write to P.O. Box 8008, Silver 
Spring, MD 20907; (301) 565-9196. 

1TF 


COSTA RICA. Guided birding along rain 
forest trails. Delicious meals, elegant 
accommodations in beautiful hacienda, 
ground transportation, horseback riding 
and tours all included from $390/person/ 
week. RANCHO NATURALISTA, Apdo. 
364-1002, San Jose, Costa Rica. Phone 
(506) 39-8036 (5 pm to 7 am) or (506) 29- 
1441/1075 days. 5/1090 


BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY ad¬ 
ventures for adults of all ages. Trips 
generate contributions to conservation. 
Twenty years combined experience as 
naturalists and tour leaders. Snorkel 
Bonaire; bird Trinidad and Tobago; pho¬ 
tograph nature in the Olympic Peninsula; 
bird the coast of England. Call or write for 
information, ARETE TOURS, 6624 Green- 


briar La., Middleton, Wl 53562; (608) 831- 
8235. 9/1090 


MISCELLANEOUS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “I Love Owls” 
bumper sticker, $1. 1991 Nightwatch 
calendar, $13.00. Merchandise catalog, 
$1. (Refundable). OWL’S NEST, Box 
5491 WB, Fresno, CA 93755. 10TF 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your 
ornithology-related small business. 
Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message. (707)449-8600. (LM9). 9/1090 


MANUFACTURER’S REPRESENTA¬ 
TIVES. Assertive manufacturer’s repre¬ 
sentatives calling on garden centers and 
mass merchandisers. Our rugged cast- 
aluminum and glass bird feeders are 
recognized as being the most beautiful, 
lifetime feeders manufactured in the 
United States. We offer a line of accesso¬ 
ries that fully complement this quality 
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product. Please send your resume, the 
product lines you now represent, and the 
territory you presently cover to BOWER 
MANUFACTURING, c/o Robert Rushlow, 
P.O. Box 327, Buchanan, Ml 49107. 

8/990 


HAND PAINTED, EXOTIC BIRD designs 
in brilliant colors on T-shirts and sweat¬ 
shirts. Free brochure. WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 221433, Charlotte, 
NC 28222. 9/1290 


PHOTO T-SHIRT. Your favorite bird photo 
in color. Send returnable color print. Sizes 
S, M, L, XL. T-shirt, $15. Sweatshirt, $22. 
MANDELKER’S-12, 2532 E. Belleview, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53211. 9/1090 


STAINED-GLASS BIRDS. Brighten your 
windows with sun catchers of your favor¬ 
ite backyard birds. Original designs 
handcrafted by the artist. Write for infor¬ 
mation. JAMESON STUDIO, 5688 S. 
Lorene Ave., Milwaukee, Wl 53221; (414) 
281-7469. 9/891 


TRAVEL & LODGING 


BIRDING IN COSTA RICA’S rain forest 
(300m) and cloud forest (2500m) with all 
the comforts of private homes. Each 
location includes vast stretches of virgin 
forest. Weekly rates, $650 double. Rain 
forest: MICHAEL SNOW, Apartado 73, 
Siquirres, Costa Rica. Cloud forest: 
STEVE FRIEDMAN, Apartado 655, Cart- 
ago, Costa Rica. 10TF 


RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, 
adjacent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon 
Preserve. 14 species of hummingbirds 
and over 200 other species of birds visit 
during the year. One-bedroom cottage 
also available. For information contact 
Box 85, Ramsey Canyon Rd., Hereford, 
AZ 85615; (602) 378-3010. 7/990 


BIG PINE KEY, FLORIDA. Deer Run Bed & 
Breakfast on the ocean. A birding para¬ 
dise. This unique ocean-front home is 
nestled in a lush West-lndian hardwood 
hammock in the center of a state aquatic 
preserve, and the National Key Deer 
Refuge. Just a short distance to a sea¬ 
plane base for trips to the Dry Tortugas. 
Beautiful Bahia Honda State Park is 
minutes away. Relax in the large 
beachfront spa, and watch the Black- 
Whiskered Vireo flutter through the Ja¬ 
maica Dogwood trees. Rooms have pri¬ 
vate baths and A/C. Contact SUE AB¬ 
BOTT, DEER RUN, P.O. Box 431, Big Pine 
Key, FL 33043; (305) 872-2015. 10/990 


BIRDING AMID HELL’S CANYON, Amer¬ 
ica’s deepest gorge, and the Eagle Cap 
Wilderness, Oregon’s largest. 300 bird 
species. Rafting, nature walks. $550 
weekly, all meals. Birding from historic 
BIRCH LEAF FARM BED/BREAKFAST. 
Halfway, OR 97834; (503) 742-2990, 742- 
5583. 7/990 


BIRDING IN THE COPPER Canyon. In 
Mexico’s bird-rich habitat you encounter 
White-eared Hummingbirds, Military 
Macaws, Slate-throated Redstarts, and 
the most desired bird of this area, the 


Eared Trogon. The Copper Canyon Si¬ 
erra Lodge, on a sparkling stream, and 
the Copper Canyon Riverside Lodge, in 
the canyon itself, are beautiful rustic 
hotels from which to enjoy many birding 
excursions. For complete travel informa¬ 
tion and reservations, contact COPPER 
CANYON LODGES, 1100 Owendale, Ste. 
G, Troy, Ml 48083; (800) 77-MEXICO. 

8/1090 


VIDEOS 


NORTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL Video 
available only in VHS. Rarely seen birds, 
behaviors and characteristics. Includes 
swans, most ducks and geese and other 
associated species. Send check or MO 
for $34 (Texas residents, $36, Canadian 
residents, $39) plus $3.50 s/h to SHORE- 
BIRD FILMS, 6355 Westheimer, Houston, 
TX 77057. 9/191 


BACKYARD BIRDING. Preserve native 
American birds. Attracting, building 
habitat, feeders, birdhouses, more. Learn 
how to beat the squirrels and enjoy na¬ 
ture’s tranquilizers! 60-minute VHS video 
with great bird antics! $19.95. Photograph¬ 
ing Birds. Capture the motion, color, 
antics and behavior of your favorites; 
only videotape can do it. Tape, edit, add 
music, share with friends and fellow 
birders. 60-minute VHS video shows you 
how with regular consumer equipment. 
$24.95. Special! Order both tapes for just 
$34.99! DARK HORSE PRODUCTIONS, 
Hellertown, PA; (800) 442-9660. MC/VISA. 

7/990 


ANSWERS TO BIRDER’S QUIZ 
NORTH AMERICAN GULLS 


1. (B) Bonaparte’s Gull. Other species, such as Mew 
and Herring gulls, also use trees as nest sites, but 
much less commonly,. 

2. (C) Franklin’s Gulls nest exclusively on the 
northern prairies. Their slight appearance and 
habitat preference have contributed to this colloquial 
name. 

3. (D) The Western Gull is the only regular Pacific 
coast species that has white underparts and a dark 
mantle in the adult plumage. 

4. (D) All of the above. In addition, some experts 
lump Herring and California gulls into a superspecies 
group that includes the Western, Glaucous, 
Glaucous-winged and Great Black-backed gulls. 

5. (B) In all plumages, the Heermann’s Gull is easy to 
identify because of its overall dark gray appearance. 
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6. (D) All of the above. Each of these factors has 
contributed to an increase in Herring Gulls, as well as 
a number of other gull species. 

7. (B) The Glaucous Gull has a bi-coastal range and I 
frequents the Great Lakes. The Iceland Gull is 

confined to the Atlantic coast, while the Thayer’s Gull 
is found only along the Pacific coast. 

8. (A) Sabine’s Gull. Sabine’s Gull and the Kittiwakes 
are the most pelagic of our gulls and are rarely seen 
from the mainland. 

9. (C) Bonaparte’s Gull. These features help birders 
identify the Bonaparte’s Gull when searching for rarer 
species. 

10. (B) Franklin’s Gull. Although it is usually secured 
to emergent plants, the nest of the Franklin’s Gull 
floats on top of the water of shallow wetland nesting 
sites. 























T here are few birds in the Western 
Hemisphere that can compare 
with the beautiful, male Painted 
Bunting for brilliant colors. The 
female Painted Bunting, while slight¬ 
ly less spectacular, is one of the few 
truly green birds found in the United 
States. 

Except in its winter plumage, the 
deep blue coloration of the male 
Indigo Bunting is also strikingly 


beautiful. The female doesn’t live up 
to the species’ name; she is colored 
in brownish hues. 

It’s probably safe to say that most 
birding enthusiasts would enjoy get¬ 
ting a glimpse of these colorful and 
active birds. The problem often lies 
in finding these secretive, thicket¬ 
dwelling birds in the open where 
they can be easily viewed. 

Castellow Hammock Park in south- 


i Grover Lar 


by GROVER LARKINS, JR 
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em Florida is an ideal place to view 
Painted Buntings up close and per¬ 
sonally. This little-known county 
park is in southwest Dade County, 
just north of Homestead, Florida. 

Created to preserve one of the few 
remaining natural hardwood ham¬ 
mocks in south Florida, Castellow 
Hammock Park provides a haven for 
wintering or migrant Painted and 
Indigo buntings, Summer Tanagers, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, Oven- 
birds and Swainson’s Hawks along 
with other migrant and resident 
species. 

The best time of the year is from 
November to March, when the bunt¬ 
ings and tanagers are regular visitors 


to the two feeders outside the nature 
center. Mornings and evenings are 
prime times for viewing. 

For feeder observations, remember 
it’s best not to wear bright-colored 
clothing—no whites, reds or bright 
yellows. Bring a pair of low-power 
binoculars, find a comfortable spot 
and sit still. You’ll soon be enter¬ 
tained. 

If you are interested in photo¬ 
graphing the birds, bring along a 
medium-power flash, a 200mm to 
300mm lens and a tripod. You should 
have ample opportunity to photo¬ 
graph the buntings and many other 
species. 

Look for Swainson’s Hawks in the 



tree canopy or in flight over the 
Nature Center. While most of North 
America’s Swainson’s Hawks winter I* 
in Bolivia and Argentina in South 
America, some of these raptors 
choose south Florida to while away 
the winter, much to birders’ delight. 

A walk on the short nature trail 
through the hammock offers the 
chance to see the rare, champion¬ 
sized Lignum Vitae trees that the 
park is best known for. A variety of 
bromiliads and orchids can be found 
as well. Perhaps you will catch a 
fleeting glimpse of a marsh rabbit as 
you search for more birdlife along 
the trail. 

All these attractions are only about 
20 minutes away from the south en¬ 
trance to Everglades National Park at 
Florida City. You can see most of 
what Castellow Hammock Park has 
to offer in a couple of hours if you are 
in a hurry. However, most people are 
so absorbed by the enchanting beauty 
of the park that they spend the better 1* 

part of a day there. 

To reach Castellow Hammock 
Park, drive south on US-1 toward 
Homestead, turn west (right) on 216 
Street SW—just beyond Cutler Ridge. 
Continue west about four miles to 
Farm Life School Road where you 
turn south (right). The park entrance 
is about one-half mile down the road 
on the left side. 

The park gates are open from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you arrive earlier 
(or later), you can park outside the 
gates and walk the 100 yards to the 
Nature Center. Enjoy! IS 


76 WildBird/September 1990 













Flying Free 


Photograph by Adam Jones 



No bird soars too high, 

if he soars with his own wings. 

—William Blake 


















SEE the Difference with Bausch & Lomb 



Serious birding demands the ability to determine the often subtle differences in bird features, 
rangeS^ For instance this Curve-billed Thrasher (pictured here) will present an 
most birders, making quality optics essential. Bausch & Lomb binoculars offer 
available. ^ The Custom™ series, designed with leading naturalists and 
Society, offers models with 10x40, 8x36 and 7x26 
The Bausch & Lomb binocular family starts with the 
world famous “Elite” model available in 8x42 or 
10x42. The Elite has set the standard by which all 
other binoculars will be measured. They are 
built to the most exacting tolerances demanded by 
serious birders, fully multi-coated lenses featuring 
close focus (to twelve feet), and long eye relief to 
accommodate eyeglass wearers 


o> 
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